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30.1 INTRODUCTION

From the middle of the eighteenth century Western Europe witnessed a historicaly
unprecedented decrease in mortdity, followed by aperiod of rigng fertility and then a
secular declinein fertility. It wasroughly while the western world wasin the process of
this momentous transformation that population became a subject of intense debate.
Economists and satesmen have a different times in different places been extremey
anxious about the consegquences of contemporary demographic developments.

Thee anxietieswere largely associated with the internal contradictions of the capitaist
expangon. The dilemmas of development, then can for the purposes of this Unit be
schematically classfied into three broad groups: Overpopulation, immigration and the
demographic deformati ons associated with the continuing hold of ol der attitudestowards
marriage, health and son-preference in a context of modern capitdist growth. Findly,
though less closdly rdated to the dynamics of capitdist growth, we have imagined
demographic imbaances being attributed to certain ethnic and religious groups for
reasons of ideology and political power.

Population has frequently been invoked to explain a variety of socia processes-
popul ation growth as acheck on economic growth, asastimulant of economic growth,
asacausefor poverty, asan outcome of poverty and so on. There clearly seemsto be
alack of certainty regarding whether populationistheexplanatory or dependent variable.

To darify some of these issues relating to demographic change, it would be necessary
to have some rudimentary understanding of the larger processes on which these are
premised. First, it becomes necessary to understand the demographic determinants of
population change. Next, these determinants or the most Sgnificant of these determinants
need to be studied in association with the larger dynamics of economic and socid
changein region or country being studied. When discussing these changes at the globa
level, in the modern period, these could be reduced to three large processes that have
characterised world higtory: therise of capitaism beginning first in north-western Europe,
the increasing economic digparities between the West and the poorer countries of the
world with capitalist growth and imperidist expanson and findly therapidity of economic
change in the developing world without commensurate changes in socid attitudes.
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Population change can be explained in demographic terms by asmple equation, which
demographers cal the Baancing Equation:

P=P,+B-D+I-E
Where P, istheinitid size of the populaion
P, isthetermind size of the population

B, D, | and E denote the number of births, deeths and in-migrants (immigrants)
and out-migrants (emigrants) between the two dates.

In other words, population change is the result of three variables- fertility, mortaity
and migration. At different timesin history, in particular regions, one or the other of
these variables assumed greater sgnificance than the others. Fertility, mortaity and
migration in turn, are determined by pure demographic factors and alarger set of
socia and economic variables.

Population Change

P RN

Fertility Mortality Migration
Demographic Factors Proximate (Nuptiality, Natural Fertility, Abortion, Contraception)
Non-demographic Factors Institutions, Income, Class, Social

Practices, Religion, Politics

30.2 THEORIESOF DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE

To understand and place in perspective the discussions on the demographic variable in
modern history, we need to look at the two guiding theories of the discipline of
demography- the corpus of Mathus writings on demographic dynamics and the
sugtained hold of the “demographic trangtion theory” since the Second World War.
The third view, though equdly relevant but not part of mainstream demographic
discussions, isthat put forward by Karl Marx in response to Mathus speculations.

30.2.1 Malthusian Theory of Demographic Change

The Reverend Thomas Robert Mathus (1766-1834) is popularly considered to bethe
founding father of modern demography. His 1798 work, An Essay on the Principle of
Population, which went through six editions, dill provides the main theoretica frame
for modern demographic research.

Mathus main contribution wasto enunciate ahomeogtatic, cyclica view of population
movements. The high level of human fecundity made it possible for fertility to outstrip
food production bringing about starvation and enhanced mortdity in its wake. This
crigs ensured the return of equilibrium and the beginning of a new cyde. Thisvicious
cycle was usudly prevented by the operation of preventive and postive checks. The
“preventive’ check in the form of postponed or averted marriages in the “civilized”
European part of the world usudly alowed these regions to escagpe criss. The other
routeto equilibrium, usudly found outsde Christian Europe wasthe so-cdled * positive’
check that took the form of war, disease, stexility from sexualy transmitted diseases,



polygamy and vicesincluding infanticide, abortion and contraception. Though thiswas
the main demographic content of the origind Mathusian modd, it aso contained avery
sgnificant dement of ruling dass anxiety about the debilitating influence thet the rgpidly
proliferating poor would have on society. The generd Mathusian mode of homeodtatic
popul ation-economy equilibrium through the operation of preventive and positive was
to have universa applicability. But it wasthe class component of the modd that made it
politicaly sgnificant. Mdthusbelieved that mortaity had been unchanging for centuries,
but in class societies, the poor experienced higher mortdity and were the first casudty
of a subsistence crigis. This ignorant and wretched section of society did not respect
preventive checks as they went ahead and had children despite minima subsistence.
Within thelogic of thismode the Elizabethan Poor Lawsthen by transferring part of the
socid surplusto thisimprovident class encouraged their recklessmultiplication. This; in
turn, increased the demand for food and raised the price of food for the middle class,
thereby raisng their mortdity. Thusthe Poor Lawsingtead of bettering the condition of
thewretched merely increased their popul ation and spread desth to the more industrious
and worthier sections of society. One direct policy outcome of this line of reasoning
was the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 where outdoor relief was substituted by
urban workhouses.

While Adam Smith'sthesis of free trade appealed to the naturd man, Mdthus saw an
unambiguoudy Divine design behind theforcesresponsiblefor equilibrium. For Mathus,
contraception was vile and unchrigtian- aview shared by most Englishmen of the day.
In the absence of contraception the only respectable way to control wasthe preventive
check.

Despite being widely held as the progenitor of demography, Mathus was neither the
firg to postulate a potentia strain between population growth and food resources nor
was heresponsblein any way for the development of thetechnica tools of demography.
What then were the reasons for his popularity?

Though this question can never be answvered in full, one mgor reason is that Mdthus
wasthefirg to clearly and comprehensively enunciate the fears and anxieties of English
intelligentsa of socid revolution and assart a civilizationa gap between the peoples of
the metropolis and the coloniesin clearly demographic terms. Further, in the middle of
the nineteenth century it carefully saw contraception as vile and clearly accepted a
divine design. Being written in the most generd terms, Mathusian concepts could be
used to understand demographic phenomenain widdly different contexts- from Poor
Lawsin England, to population growth in the New World and to faminesin India

Malthus progressively became more concerned with the absence on the preventive
check inthe uncivilized world. However, anticipating latter day diffusonistshedid hope
that the “diffusion of education and knowledge’ in the future would bring these people
to dlay marriage.

30.2.2 Demographic Transition Theory

This brings us to the second enduring shibboleth of demography- the so-called
“demographic trandtion theory”. Inthe post War period, eugenicsand theearlier palitics
of status quo took a severe beating. The resurgence of the Left, the horrors of Nazi

race politics and advancesin scientific theory were responsible for the quick demise of
pre-War eugenicist arguments. The new governments now emphasised welfare. After
the War, demography wastaken very serioudy by government policy makers. In France
the INED was created to collect data and analyse population trends. In Germany,

however, after the terrible excesses of the Nazis, the state decided to remain neutra in
metters of population and family.

Demography
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Early American demographic anxietiesconcerned immigration and immigrants. According
to Notestein thiswork was* mainly descriptive and of littlelong-run significance” Mogt
of the academics associated with demography inthe U.S. were part-time demographers
drawn largdly from the disciplines of sociology and Satistics

The so-cdled trangtion theory that has had such an enduring hold over generations of
demographers was first presented in 1929 by Warren S.Thompson, one of America's
leading demographers. However, this prototype failed to recruit many followers.
Towardsthe end of the Second World War in 1944, the demographic trangtion theory”
was published separately by Frank W. Notestein and Kingdey Davis to become the
guiding “theory” of demographic change.

Classical “trangtion theory” asit was first formulated rested on a tripartite divison of
human demographic experience. In the first phase both mortdity and fertility were high
resulting in little or no population growth. In the second phase mortdity fel sharply
while fertility continued to remain high, leading to asharp increase in populetion. In the
third and find phase, fertility fdls sharply and population goes into secular decline as
fertility fals fagter than mortdlity.

Thismodd of demographic change was dearly evolutionary and functiondist in nature.
Fertility decline was seen to be necessarily consequent upon industriaization and
modernization. Trangtion theory was invested with applicability independent of place
and time. Unlike its subsequent reincarnation in the 1950s, the trangition theory of
1944 vintage clearly saw demographic change as a dependent variable with socid,
economic and cultural developments as the main explanatory factors. Unlike the early
theoreticians of demographic change, Notestein saw al nationsin the world capable of
development. Predatory colonidism was seen as the culprit for delayed trangtion in
countries such as India. The context was clearly held to be sgnificant. Demographic
change was seen to be acumulative result of socid and culturd and ingtitutiona change.
Thedissamination of contraceptive techniqueswasrecognised asimportant in controlling
fertility. Howevey, its effectivenesswas aways dependant on “the socid setting; hence
new patterns of behaviour are to be established principaly by the alteration of
that setting.”

Within apace of just about half adecade, Notestein and subsequently Davis, the twin
popular progenitors of the trangtion theory revised their recently pronounced model of
demographic change very significantly. Inareport in 1949 hewrote, “.. Fertility control
IS not a subgtitute for other amdiorative effort; instead, it is a means that will assst in
meaking amdiorative effort successful- indeed it may turn out to be anecessary condition
for such a success.”

The “trangtion theory” in its origind form saw fdling fertility as a consequence of
indudtridization. The greater the leve of fertility, the quicker was the required pace of
indugtridization. The Soviet modd, based on “totditarian methods’” was thought to be
better at attaining higher rates of capitd formation and thus potentidly more attractive
to newly independent Third World countries. Sower indugtridization held the risk of
increased poverty leading to Communism. The immediate goal of American
demographers was to convince Third World leadership that population control was

both possible and necessary.

The subject area of American demography now shifted to the Third World and so did
the emphasis from academic demography to population studies focussed on family
planning. Fertility control in the Third World now became one of those rare fidlds with
amultiplicity of willing and rich sponsors. This singular emphass on fertility control as
the panaceafor theills of the Third World was soon questioned in terms of its motives
and palitics. Development as a vitd necessary condition for population control was
sressed and by the 1970s “revisonids’ dtarted questioning the inverse relaionship



between population growth and development. Today in the United States there is no
one overwhelming issue comparable to the old enthusiasm over Third World fertility
control. The questions asked are much more diverse in nature.

The trangtion theory based largely on Parsonian functiond structurdism and its
subsequent sociologica paradigms of “Westernisation” and “modernization” has
continued to be single most important theory for demographers. Sociologists and
anthropol ogists have long stopped taking Westernization and modernization serioudy.
Higtoricd demography has clearly contradicted the empiricd bads of the trangtion
schema Firg we find that in nineteenth century France, fertility began on its course of
secular decline much before industrialization or any major phase of economic
development. This should have been evident to the formulators of the theory of
demographic trangtion as this phenomenon was well documented. The large scae
Princeton based European Fertility Project, designed specificdly to test the theory,
was unequivocd in ther finding that economic growth showed no clear rdaionship
with fdling fertility. Despite being at variance with the higorica record, classca
trangtiond theory maintained that fertility would decline only as a consequence of the
cumulativeinteraction of lowered mortdity, growing individuaism, socidly mobile urban
groups, the decline of family and fatalism. These preferred conditions could only result
from wide-ranging indudridization and modernization. The demographic trangtion it
was believed had universal applicability. Any historica period or geographica point
could be placed and Situated on this demographic-economic scale. Dudley Kirk, who
was involved with the eaboration of the trangtion theory at Princeton commented, “In
regard to demographic matters the different countries of the world may be considered
as on sngle continuum of development...” Thisimplied that historical spedificitiesand
contextud differences had no bearing on the working out of demographic trangition.

Though ahigtorica and confident initsuniversd gpplicability and relevance, theclasscd
verson of the trangtion theory did however privilege the socid, cultura and economic
over the demographic. Demographic change was clearly a dependent variable in this
equation, with modernization as the sole explanation. Demography was seen as firmly
embedded in society. Thisreminds one of Mathusian thinking on the subject aswell as
Marx’ sview that every mode of production had its specia laws of population. In clear
opposition to Mdthus and Marx, the trangition theory omitted class differences and
regiond specificities. To plot demographic trangtion or the later concept of fertility
trangtion one hasto have abase period and society to begin with and adifferent one at
the end of that process. The moment one leaves the neat periodization and certain
correlations of the demographic transition theory, and takes note of historical
contingenciesand complexities, it becomes dear theat thereisno one homogenous sarting
specimen that can be designated as “traditiond” and its replacement by a “modern”
society. Further, since the demographic trangition theory isbased on partia description
and not any abstract analytica congtruct, any empirical observation that runs contrary
to the stated trg ectory becomes proof of Sgnificant weskness. Further, when theauthors
of the “theory” themselves mutate it out of recognition, any remaining confidence
evaporatesrapidly. Findly, initsmutated second birth the theory lacks causd direction.
Other than the necessity to contracept, the demographic trangtion helpsusvery littlein
characterising demographic regimes, fixing determinants or predicting change.

Despite the theory not receiving aformd burid from demographers, it has been noted
that the term demographic trangition theory hasincreasingly been replaced by “fertility
trangtion” which however is plagued by the same theoreticad and methodologica
wesknesses asthe origind term.

Since these two guiding “theories’- Mathusianism and “ demographic trangtion” have
clearly been indicted for failing to correspond with known history and andyticd rigour,
dternative ways of conceptualising demographic change have became an urgent need.

Demography
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30.2.3 Marx’'sUnderstanding of Demographic Change

Karl Marx’s views on the subject of demography- economy linkages assumes
dggnificance here. With tremendous perspicacity, Karl Marx in his discusson of the
development of capital, noted that “ Thelaw of capitalist production, that isat the bottom
of the pretended “ natura law of population,” reducesitsdf smply tothis Thecorrelation
between accumulation of capitd and rate of wagesis nothing ese than the correlation
between the unpaid labour transformed into capital, and the additiona paid labour
necessary for the setting in motion of this additiona capitd. It is thereforein noway a
rel ation between two magnitudes, on the one hand, the magnitude of the capital; on the
other, the number of the labouring population; it is rather, at bottom, only the relation
between the unpaid and the paid labour of the same [abouring population. If the quantity
of unpaid labour supplied by the working-class, and accumulated by the capitdist class,
increases 0 rgpidly that itsconversion into capita requiresan extraordinary addition of
paid labour, then wages rise, and, dl other circumstances remaining equd, the unpaid
labour diminishes in proportion. But as soon as this diminution touches the point a
which the surplus-labour that nourishes capitd isno longer supplied in norma quantity,

areaction setsin: asmaller part of revenue is capitaised” accumulation lags, and the
movement of rise in wages receives a check. The rise of wages therefore is confined
within limitsthat not only leave intact the foundations of the capitditic system, but so
secure its reproduction on a progressive scae. The law of capitalistic accumulation,

metamorphosed by economists into pretended law of Nature, in redity merdy states
thet the very nature of accumulation exdudesevery diminution in thedegree of exploitation
of labour, and every riseinthe priceof labour, which could serioudy imperil the continua
reproduction, on an ever-enlarging scale, of the capitdidtic relation.” (Marx, Capita
Volume I, Chapter 25, Section I).

Marx then went on to note that, “ The labouring population therefore produces, aong
with the accumulation of capita produced by it, the means by which it itsdf is made
relatively superfluous, isturned into areative surplus-population; and it doesthisto an
adwaysincreasing extent. Thisisalaw of population peculiar to the capitdist mode of
production; and in fact every specid historic mode of production has its own specid
laws of population, higoricaly vadid within its limits and only in so far as man has not
interfered with them.” (Marx, Capita Volume |, Chapter 25, Section 3)

Thusitisin Capital that we firgt find the argument that socidly acceptable levels of
population are not independent of the capitalist production process, but arein fact, a
function of the latter. Marx, however, atached arider to this formulation—that this
dynamic or “law” of population was peculiar to the cagpitdist system and that other
modes of production had their own laws of population.

30.3 DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE: DIFFERENT
TRAJECTORIES

While certain common trends can be discerned in the very long term across nationa
and regiond population histories, these commondities disappear when we begin to
look demographic developmentsin the medium and short term. Consequently what we
then have is not one single universa story of world population history but a variety of
different trgjectorieswith different determinants of demographic change. Western Europe,
East Asaand the Indian subcontinent may betaken as representative of various different
trends to understand demographic change in the modern world.



30.3.1 Europe

Thehigtorica demography of Europeisimportant to any discussion of the demographic
variable in the world context, as it was here in the eighteenth century that population
first showed rapid increase followed by a sustained decline.

The population of north-west Europe increased from between 60 to 64 millionin 1750
to about 116 million in 1850 growing at an annua compound rate of around 0.6 per
cent. Between the French Revolution and the Firs World War, mortdity sharply declined
with the availability of new resources and favourable epidemiologica changes, creeting
conditions where population could possibly increase. The introduction of new crops
such aspotato and maize, greatly contributed to limiting subs stence crisesand permitting
population increase. Further, during the eighteenth century plague and associated
epidemics such astyphus, smalpox, maaria, venered diseases|ost much of their letha
efficacy. Population increased sharply &t first but wasthen limited by nuptidity checks.
Next, it resulted in large overseas migration and a sustained decline in fertility. It led to
the massive movement of Europeans overseas and dso to the demographic trangition.
This demographic transformation is one of the most sgnificant transformations thet
Europe witnessed in the last millennium.

In twentieth century western Europe devastating wars further exacerbated the effects
of fertility decling, findly resulting in an ageing age structure and growth rates that will
turn negative in the future.

30.3.2 China

Western observers, including Mathus, saw China as a country that was hopelesdy
caught in the trap of overpopulation and poverty. High population dengties, low per
capitaconsumption of food and energy and consequently low anthropometrical indices
characterized Chinaiin the eighteenth century.

Describing the economic context of demographic change in Chinag, Mathuswrote, “In
some countries, population appears to have been forced; that is, the people have been
habituated by degreesto live on the smallest possible quantity of food. Theremust have
been periods in such countries when population increased permanently, without an
increase in the means of substance. China seems to answer to this description. If the
accounts we have of it are to be trusted, the lower classes of Chinese people are
accustomed to living on the smallest possible quantity of food and are glad to consume
putrid offals that European labourers would rather starve than eat.”

Despitethislow leve of living Sandards, Mathusian positive checksdid not prevent an
increasein Chinese populaion. China s population grew virtualy exponentialy between
1700 and 1800 increasing from 175 million to 400 million in the same period. Between
1800 and 1950 the population increased more dowly to nearly 600 million. Thiswas
followed by a sharp acceleration to over 1.2 hillion a present. Studies of Chinese
historical demography using new sources such as imperial genedlogies have now
conclusvely shown that mortdity in the eghteenth century was smilar to and even
lower than Western Europe. Despite a sharp increase in population in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, mortdity levelsdecreased, in arather unMathusian fashion.
Public health measures have been credited for this increase in life expectancy. Thisis
not to say that there were sharp peaks marked by crisis mortality. These famineswere
few and not savere enough to arrest popul ation growth inthelong-term. Faminemortdlity,
including the savere 1958-61 famine, was morethe product of administrativeand politica
mishandling than of population Sze.

Demography
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Fromthemiddle of thetwentieth century China smortdity sarted faling & arate unknown
inworld higtory. Infant mortdity registered afal of 300 per cent between 1950 and the
present. Mdelife expectancy smilarly increased rapidly from 42.2 yearsin 1953-54 to
61.6 yearsin the period 1964-82. Once again increased sate intervention, in theform
of larger invesments in public health, was responsble for this marked fdl in mortality.
Thus China with its low standard of living ingtead of proving the Mdthusian postive
check clearly showsthat the Mathusian economy-mortality relationship did not have a
universa gpplicability. It must aso be noted here China has dso exhibited very high
levels of femaeinfanticide and very high levels of sex-sdlective mortdity both amongst
the nobility and commoners.

Thisbringsustofertility. Onceagain, recent research into Chinese historical demography
has shown that fertility in traditiond China was quite moderate despite an absence of
contraception. Nuptidity, one of the most important proximeate determinants of fertility,
wasvery different from marriage patterns e sawherein Asaand in Europe. Whilethere
was early and universa femae marriage in Ching, this was not the case with maes.
Males married much later and across a longer age span. Richer males married earlier
than poorer men across socid groups. Thissocid differentid in the pattern of marriage
observed since the eighteenth century has perssted to the present day. The recent
economic reforms and attendant increasesin inequity have further raised the proportion
of poor single men up to the age of thirty to 30 per cent from 25 per cent in the 1980s.

Other than thischeck on nuptidity, three mechaniams of fertility control —late beginning,
birth spacing and early stopping —effectively controlled Chinese maritd fertility.

30.3.3 India

The population of Indiagrew dowly from 1871 to 1921 largely because of the mortdity
check despite high fertility. In the post 1921 years up to the 1980s fertility remained
high but mortality declined leading to rgpid population growth and resulting in a very
young age populaion. Women fared bedly in terms of mortdity relative to men throughout
our period. The sex ratio at birth usudly fals between 1040 to 1070, internationdly. In
other words 104 to 107 male babies are born for every 100 female babies. On the
other hand mae mortdity isaso generaly higher than femae mortdity in the older age
groups. Despite this, India has exhibited a continuous decresse in the proportion of
women. Thisis explained by lower life expectancy at birth for femades. This dl-India
trend however does not hold good for many parts of India, as we shdl see in our
discusson of regiond trends.

India sage didribution hasremained remarkably sablewith alarge and virtudly congant

proportion of young people. In a closed population such as that of Indids, the large

proportion of children pointsto high levels of fertility. The age digtribution dso suggests
a high dependency ratio. Further, the youthfulness of the population dso ensured a
continued population momentum that would last beyond the onset of fertility decline.

30.4 DEMOGRAPHY: SOCIETY LINKAGES

In this section we try to understand some of the relationships between demographic
and socid and economic change.

In the Mathusian scheme of things, unregulated demographic growth was certain to
resultin crisisand areturn to equilibrium between food supply and demand. For Mathus
this vicious cycle of rapid procreetion and resulting death could only be prevented by
the preventive check or the safety vave of migration.

This part of Mdthus formulation provided a basis to alarge number of writersin the
post- War period who feared an imminent popul ation explosion resulting in widespread



scarcity.  The United Nations in its publication entitled, The Determinants and
Consequences of Population Growth (1953) observed, “Especidly during the last
decade a number of authors have recdled the Mdthusian principle of population and
expressed thefear that the present popul ation of the earth isdrawing near the maximum
that its resources can support.” Demographers, economists and statesmen took this
warning serioudy.

Code and Hoover in their work on Indiasaw rapid popul ation growth asthe cause for
the country’s poverty. Population incresse resulted in a progressvely larger share of
the production being used for consumption, leading to afdl in savings and investment.
The government of Indiaappearsto have taken thethesis of overpopulation asbeing an
obstacleto development serioudy. Indiawasthefirst country to begin acomprehensive
programme of family limitation in 1950s.

However, there were dissenting voices. Smon Kuznets large-scde study found no
association empirically between population growth and devel opment. Around the same
time, Boserup provided theoretica arguments and empirical proof to arguethat critical
leve of population pressure was necessary for technologica development to take place
in agriculture. Others saw population pressure as forcing the development of new
ingtitutions that were essentia for economic growth.

Recent research now clearly tellsusthat the Mathus an spectre of population outstripping
resources is not true higtoricaly at the globa levd. According to Angus Maddison,
between 1500 and 1820 while the world' s population grew at an annua rate of 0.29
per cent, the gross domestic product increased by 0.33 per cent.

Malthus hypothesised the operation of the preventive check as the preferred route to
equilibrium. However, history once again tells us that the Mathusian preventive check
was in operation in a wide range of societies and not limited to “civilized” Western
Europe. Again, wefind that other mechanisms such aswidowhood, infanticide, abortion
and anumber of measures were resorted to in regions where the nuptidity check was
absent to regulate population. Thereis aso no evidence to suggest that the preventive
check was a conscious decision to limit fertility and population growth. Thus, what we
do find is that a range of societies characterized by varying levels of economic
development resorted to some form or the other of fertility regulation.

High mortdity and especiadly infant mortaity wasdearly inversdy corrdated with fertility
through “replacement” and “hoarding”. In a demographic regime marked by high and
voldtile levels of mortality, parents or the society would tend to replace dead children
and produce more than the dedred family sze given the high incidence of mortdlity.
Unless mortdity levels were so high as to depress fecundity, high mortdity regimes
were aso characterized by high fertility, though not necessarily population increase.

While the interrelations between the proximate determinants of population growth are
farly well understood, the population-economy relaionship continues to pose an
enduring conundrum. Malthus saw the overpopulation resulting in poverty and famines.
On the other hand according to the theory of demographic transition, modernization
resulted in first lowered mortdity and rapid population growth followed by sustained
fertility decline and dowing down of population growth.

While development or modern economic growth resulting in mortdity and then fertility
declineover thelong run gppearslogicd, thishas not awaysbeen borne out by available
historical evidence. France experienced low fertility levelswell before the beginnings of
modern economic growth. The Princeton based European Fertility Survey that was
designed to test this assertion of the “trangtion theory” once again falled to find any
datigticaly sgnificant relationship between economic devel opment and fertility decline,

Demography
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However, thefallureto find such areationship may bere ated to the choice of economic
indicesthat were available to the Princeton researchers. At amore globd scae, taking
more senditiveindices of economic devel opment such asthe Human Devel opment Index
rather than aggregated measures such as per capitaincome or GDP, recent research
finds that fertility trangtion occurred only in countries with aHDI of 0.6 or more.

Mortdity decline is a necessary condition for sustained fertility decline. Thusit is not
surprising that only when the population as awholeisfreed from the threat of mortdity
hikes will it exercise the option of family limitation.

The uneven nature of fertility decline between the developed and developing countries
has created another contradiction. With the West having experienced fertility decline
for more than a century now, its population israpidly ageing and the proportion of men
and women in the working agesis getting smdler. What thisimpliesin economic terms
is that these countries now have to import labour. As North-South disparities have
sharply increased in the recent past, employment and wages have decreased in the
developing world. This has resulted in the West facing a virtud tide of job seeking
immigrantstrying to enter thesericher countries. The crud contradiction of globdisation
has been that while the West wants dl factor marketsto be liberaised, it fights shy of
opening up to labour.

A related dilemma of development that has a bearing on migration is the nature of
economic development in the globdized world. The recessonary trendsthat have marked
corporate globalization have greatly increased both unemployment as well as
underemployment. Work is aso rapidly shifting from the organised to the unorganised
sector accompanied by the attendant evils of poor working conditions and low wages
especidly in Aga All thisfurther increases North —South disparitiesand setsup conditions
encouraging a poor workforce to move in search of better employment opportunities,
which then attracts severe redtrictions.

Demographic changes are path-dependent. We find that regions and countries that
underwent the mortdity trangtion early aso began on their course of sustained fertility
decline much before traditiondly high mortdity regions. The path-dependence dso
extends to other features of demographic change. Patriarcha China and the northern
Indian sub-continent have traditionally been characterized by pronounced son-
preference. With the beginning of fertility decline and the reduction in the desired family
sze, we find new technologies, such as pre-natd diagnostic testing being employed to
destroy femde foetuses resulting in darmingly skewed sex ratios.

Findly, in many of the countries of the developing world, in a context of increasing
socid disparities, demographic arguments are erroneoudy marshalled to hold certain
communitiesresponsblefor theillsof society. Attempts have been madeto biologicaly
reduce their reproduction or more brutally by outright physica extermination- Nazi
Germany being the most revolting, but by no means the only case in point.

30.5 SUMMARY

Demographic change is thus one of the most pressing problems facing the modern
world today. The problems are different, specific to societies and countries and are
closely related to wider economic and socia changes. Attempt to understand
demographic change without reference to time and region- specific context hasfailed.

The relationship between development and demographic problems is so closely
intermeshed, that both in the past and in today’ s world, population being more visble
and easily quantifiable than the underlying processes of globa economic, politica and
socid change, is held culpable for arange of problems.
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30.6 EXERCISES emogr aphy
1) How isdemographic change important to an understanding of world history?

2) DiscussMadthusantheory of demographic change. Canit beapplied universaly?

3) What are different historica contexts which have led to different demographic
patterns in aress like Europe, Indiaand Asia?
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31.1 INTRODUCTION

The Indugtrial Revolution changed the lives of people in Europe in @ most dramétic
way. It brought them from the countryside to the city in search of jobs; it changed their
life patterns, created new tastes and recreations. Most significantly, it saw the
organization of production of goods on ascae never known before. Factoriesrequired
fud and raw materid. Asnew industrid townships came up there was a huge demand
for congtruction materid like bricks, in the manufacture of which large quantities of
wood wererequired. Therewas aso agrowing need for food grain to feed the growing
urban population.

How did al this impact on nature? In a very big way because it was Mother Nature
aone tha could provide al the materids required for this mgor change. The most
noticeable change was the conversion of wooded or forest lands to cultivable tracts.
Millions of hectares of land were brought under cultivation. The well-known historian
E.J. Hobsbawm, in his book Age of Capital 1848-1875, tells us that Sweden more
than doubled its crop area between 1840 and 1880, Italy and Denmark expanded it by
morethan haf, Germany and Hungary by about athird. In southern Italy and itsidands,
about 600,000 hectares of trees disappeared between 1860 and 1911. Forests and
grassands, which were teeming with biodiversity, were made to give way to the
amplifications of commercid agriculture. Thisbrought mgor ecologica changes, which
we will discuss later in this Unit.

New indudtrid cities brought unhedthy living and pollution in its wake. In England and
later in Europe, writers, poets and painters recoiled at the ugliness of the new urban
centres. Somewriterslike Charles Dickensand Elizabeth Gaskell described the squalor
in their novels. Here is an account of an English indudtrid town in Elizabeth Gaskdl’s
novel, North and South:



For severd milesbeforethey reached Milton, they saw adeep lead-coloured
cloud hanging over the horizon inthe directioninwhichit lay...Nearer to the
town, the ar had afaint taste and smell of smoke; perhaps, after dl, morea
loss of the fragrance of grass and herbage than any positive taste or smdll.
Quick they werewhirled over long, straight, hel pless streets of regularly-built
houses, dl smdl and of brick. Here and there agreet oblong many-windowed
factory stood up, like a hen among her chickens, puffing out black
‘unparliamentary’ smoke, and sufficiently accounting for the cloud which
Margaret had taken to foretdl rain.

The Romantic poets and painters turned their faces away from the squalor and

desperately sought to return to nature. They believed that outside the city survived a
lost innocence, which they respected and venerated. Their passion moved the generd
public. From 1865 onwards numerous societieslikethe Commons Preservation Society,

the Lake Digtrict Defence Society and others, which we will refer to later, emerged.
But there was no setting the clock back. Capitalism had cometo stay and it waslike a
hungry giant, whose gppetite for raw materia and markets was insatiable. This hunger
could only be fed by exploiting the colonies of Ada, Africa and the Americas, which
were very rapidly coming under European control.

This was one of the dilemmeas of development. On the one hand there was progress.
The nineteenth and twentieth centuries were the centuries of major developments in
science and technology. While one branch of science concentrated on uncovering
the laws of nature, another was committed to harnessing nature to the needs of
capitdist development. The lives of men and women were being transformed as
never before. There were new conveniences to be enjoyed but there were, at
the same time, new hedth hazards and new naturd disasters to contend with. The
negative consequences of the new developments were recognized rather early in the
day —in fact in the nineteenth century itself. The problem of nature was understood to
be a serious one and policy makers had to strike a balance between maintaining the
exiding naturd order and disturbing it. At the same time development could not be
compromised, especialy at atimewhen each nation wasinvolved in therace to surpass
the other.

What made the whole issue more complex was Imperidiam. Since this was the era
of imperidist expanson and colonid exploitation, the dilemmeas of development
would involve not just Europe but Asia, Africa, the Americas and Audtralia as
wel. Given the equation between theimperidist powers and their colonies, it was only
to be expected that the ecologica changes would be on a much larger scale in the
colonies.

31.2 HOW EUROPE PERCEIVED THE NEW LANDS

In fact, these changes had begun even prior to the Industrid Revolution. Even as the
Europeans moved out of their homelands, fired by anew spirit of adventure or because
of asudden population increase, as occurred around the 1750s, or because of religious
persecution at home or in order to make profit through trade, they triggered off many
ecologica changes in the new lands they entered. Thelr attitudes towards the new
regions they inhabited were varied. Some saw the lush green tropica aress as the lost
Eden. The French navigator, Louise Antoine de Bougainville arrived in Tahiti in the
South Peacific in 1768 and thought that he had been transported into the Garden of
Eden. The naturd abundance of the tropics seemed to contrast with the frugdity of
naturein Europe. Another type of reaction, at the other extreme, was of hodlility towards
the exigting flora and fauna. The marshes and swamps were seen as breeding grounds
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of diseaseand must becleared. A third typeof reaction wasof interest in theexploitability
of these naturd resources and their commercia value. Here, nature was seen as
inexhaugtible and waiting to be put to “productive’ use. If, in the process of tapping
natura resources, much of the existing natura vegetation and animals were destroyed,
that could not be helped. The superior forces of Europe were merely prevailing over
the inferiorities of the rest of the world. It was an assertion of Darwin’s theory of the
surviva of the fittest.

31.3 THEIMPORTING OF NEW PLANT AND
ANIMAL SPECIES

When the settlers came to the New World, (North and South America),
Audrdia, New Zedand, South Africa and other lesser-known parts of the world,
they brought with them the plants and animds they were familiar with. These plants
and animds formed an important part of their diet. For instance, the Europeans
brought in the pig to many colonies, because it was a rich and convenient source of
food.

But soon the species multiplied so rapidly that it became a menace, competing with
human beingsfor theland and itsresources. The new animasaso needed certain kinds
of fodders and grasses for their sustenance. These grasses were often imported from
the home countries and would spread like wild fire. Existing grasses and weeds were
wiped out as aresult. Alfred Crosby in his Ecological Imperialism: The Biological
Expansion of Europe, 900-1900, explains how, aong with other regular plants, a
large variety of weeds aso found their way across the seas into the new lands. In the
case of Audrdia, the ondaught of European plants and weeds beganin 1778 when the
first expedition sailed from Britain to Botany Bay. Mogt of the northern partsof Audtrdia
aswell asitsinterior were too hot and dry for European seeds and grasses. So it was
in the southern coasts and Tasmania that Europe' s flora took root. They wiped out
other indigenous plants in this region.

Like the weeds and the pigs, rabbits could also be uncontrollable. In 1859 some rabbit
specieswere released in southeast Audtraia. They multiplied in such darming numbers
that they began competing with the sheep for grasses and herbs. It was much the same
gtory in New Zedand, which had been annexed by the British in 1840. Here, since
therewereno large native predators, dl the Old World livestock that had been introduced
—i.e. horses, goats, pigs and sheep — mulltiplied very rapidly and soon outstripped the
human population. What made the New Zedland story even more distressing was the
fact that the flora and fauna here was extremdy unique, since they had evolved in
isolation for some 80 million years.

Sir Cecil Rhodes, the British colonidist who made afortune mining diamonds, introduced
the Himaayan Tahr, along-haired mountain goat to South Africain the 1920s. It was
considered an exotic specie and some three or four specimens were brought for azoo
at the base of the Table Mountains. The goats, however, escaped from the zoo and
multiplied. Soon they had established a colony and began to run riot, threatening the
natura habitat of the region. These goats are now consdered such a menace that the
South African Nationd Parks authority has taken adecison to diminate these animds.
But that decision has triggered a controversy and a group of anima lovers in Cape
Town have now formed asupport group cdled Friendsof the Tahr (FOTT) to rehabilitate
this near-extinct species.



So there were two types of ecologica changes: the intended and the unintended. Both
had very far-reaching consegquences and usualy upset the ecologica balance of the
regions where they appeared. As we have seen above, even the intended changes
ended up having unintentional repercussions. And these repercussions could affect not
only plant and anima species but o entire races of humans, as will be seen below.
And thisin turn could have important political consegquences.

31.4 THE WIPING OUT OF THE INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

Just as the introduction of new animal and plant species sometimes resulted in
the wiping out of the indigenous species, so too the coming of Europeans to the
New World could mean the extermination of large sections of the existing
populaion in that region. In Centrd and South America, for ingance, the Aztecs
and the Incas were suddenly exposed to the smallpox virus when the Spaniards
arived in the second decade of the sixteenth century. Since they had no immunity to
this disease, it spread rapidly and caused huge loss of lives. This led to politica
collapse and demordization, asaresult of which it became possble for afew hundred
Spanish adventurers led by Hernan Cortes, to defeat the 5-million strong empire of
Montezumain the Mexico region. Asfor thelncasof Pery, thereigning Incaaswell as
his son and her fell victim to smalpox and since there was no clear successor, the
Spanish conqueror Francisco Pizarro was ableto exploit the ensuing disunity to conquer
the areawith ease.

31.5 WEREHUMAN BEINGSDIRECTLY
RESPONSIBLE OR ONLY INDIRECTLY?

Thelarger question that israised by writingslike those of Alfred Crosby isthe extent to
which human beings can be held responsblefor ecologicd disasters Thetitleof Crosby’s
book - Ecological Imperialism—The Biological Expansion of Europeisggnificant.
It seems to suggest that the ecologica impact of imperiaism was not man-made but
dueto the biologica changesthat occurred when men and women moved into the new
aress. Diseaseslike smallpox, meades, typhusand influenzawere of common occurrence
in Europe in any case and they only found a more congenia environment in the new
areasthat the Europeanstravelled to. Critics of the Croshy type of explanation such as
David Arnold in hisbook The Problem of Nature, say thet it underplaysthe destructive
aspect of human actions. Arnold arguesthat in the case of the Aztecs and the Incas, the
other policiesof the Spaniardsi.e. of massacres, of forced labour in minesand plantations
and the degtruction of indigenous agriculture were aso contributory to a sgnificant
popul ation decline even before the arriva of smalpox in 1519.

The European conquerors aso weakened the native population by appropriating their
food reserves. Since most of these areas had a subsistence economy, i.e. the people
produced just enough to meet their own immediate food requirements, their precarious
nutritional baance broke down. They now became more susceptible to illnesses and
subsequent desth.

Thereis no doubt that magor ecologica changes were being triggered off in the areas
occupied by theimperidiss. Evenif they wereunintended, they suited imperid interests.
The wiping out of indigenous plant and anima species and the killing off of native
populaionsal fitted into a pattern and rendered easier the tasks of accommodating the
surplus population of Europe and of creating a subsistence base for them.
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31.6 THEIMPACT ON EXISTING ECOSYSTEMS

Since mogt of the colonies had been acquired to fulfil the needs of indudtridization,
especidly the growing demand for raw materids, the ecosystems of these areas were
bound to be affected. All parts of the earth have their own natural ecosystems. These
could be very amdl, like a smple pond, or an entire rain forest or a desert — it could
even be thewhole earth. Ecosystems have been compared to machinesthat run on and
on automaticaly, checking themsalves when they get too hot, speeding up when they
get too dow and so on. However, when outside forces disturb these ecosystems, the
equilibrium is affected and the entire system could collgpse.

Environmenta higtorianslike Donald Worgter, in The Ends of the Earth, tell usthat for
along timethemos dramatic environmenta dterations came from themassve converson
of naturd ecosystemsinto croplands. As mentioned before, immense tracts of forests
and grasdandswere cleared and brought under cultivation. The bio-complexity of these
regionswaslost. Species of plants and animals began to disgppear at an darming rate.
AsWordter putsit: “First it was one Species every year, then one every day, soonit will
be one every hour, one every haf hour, one every 15 minutes.” There were plants on
which man had depended for food, for medicines, for building materids and so much
else for centuries. They now disappeared without a trace. Not only was the natural
process of evolution suspended, it was even reversed.

Let us take up some examples of the effects of modern capitaist development on the
colonies.

31.7 COAL MINING

During the period of theindudtrial revolution coa was the major source of energy. As
theindugtria revolution gathered momentum, the demand for cod went up dramaticaly.
Where was this cod to be obtained from? There were parts of Europe, which were
rich in cod like Poland and southern Russia, and mining was carried out here. But
another mgor source of cod was the Appdachian mountains of the United States.
Here, the method of strip mining was used to extract cod. Vegetation was obvioudy
removed to enable the mining to take place and once that happened, there were major
landdides. These landdides destroyed nelghbouring farmlands and even roads. River
systems were aso affected as sedimentation increased and the flowing capacity of
dreams and rivers was reduced. Apart from al these was the pollution — sulphuric
wastes were generated and these entered the water system. It is estimated that in the
Appaachian region, the waste from the mines polluted some 16,000 kilometres of
waterways.

These were the effects of cod mining on the regionsfrom which it was extracted. What
about the places where cod was being used as a source of fuel? The burning of cod
releases carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which serioudy affectsthe ozone layer. As
iswell known, it is the ozone layer that protects the earth from the harmful ultraviolet
rays of the sun. When the ozone layer gets depleted it can cause a variety of hedth
problems.

31.8 CHANGING THE FACE OF NATURE: THE
NEW ENGLAND EXAMPLE

New England was that part of North-Eastern America around present-day
Massachusetts, which was colonized by Britain in the seventeenth century. Theimpetus
for this colonization came from the Puritan movement for religiousreformin England. In



the first quarter of the saventeenth century the Puritans faced discrimination from the
loca Anglican Church in England. Some of their leeders fdt that the Puritan salvation
lay in America, where they could set up amodd church and state. Since 3,000 miles of
ocean separated them from England, they would befreeto govern thisnew land asthey
wished, with nointerference from the home church. Thiswas how the English settlement
of New England came into being. By the early 1640s more than 20,000 Englishmen
had made the pilgrimage to New England. The rates of population growth were dso
rather high.

This region had severd kinds of furred animals, which were not known in Europe.
There was the ocel ot —amedium-sized cat with a striped deep yellow or orange coat;
the coyote —awolf-like wild dog and the bobcat —asmall cat with a spotted reddish-
brown coat. The skins of these animas began to become popular for fur coats in
Europe and as they entered the European fur market, the large-scale destruction of
these animasbegan. It is estimated that beaver skins comprised over hdf of England's
total fur imports between 1700 and 1775. Soon, beavers vanished from New England,
their origina habitat. Beavers are dso builders of naturd dams, and when the beavers
disappeared, other species such as otters and muskrats were either flooded or frozen
out. Many varieties of ducks and other birds that used to breed in beaver ponds also
becameextinct. The pondsthemsdves shrank into marshesand findly became meadows.
Even larger animdslikethe moose (alarge-antlered deer found in North America) and
other varieties of deer were affected by the disappearance of beaver ponds because
they used to escgpe from flies by sanding in the cool water. Tree sumps that were cut
down by beaversfor building ponds used to sprout tender stalks and leaves on which
deer, rabbits and hare fed.

By 1800 most game animds had dwindled in the New England area and by the mid-
nineteenth century they had vanished. These included the white-talled deer and the
buffalo. The moose and the caribou disappeared alittle later —i.e. by the beginning of
the twentieth century.

But the Puritan settlers welcomed dl this and rgjoiced when the shrieks of the wild
panther were replaced by the sound of Sunday church hymns and the busy hums of
mechines.

31.9 TURNING FORESTSINTO CULTIVABLE
LAND — THE CASE OF NORTHERN INDIA

Most colonid states derived alarge amount of their revenue from agriculture. Hence it
wasin the State’ sintereststo expand the area of cultivation. For thisit was necessary to
clear forestlands. In British India an 1894 document, which codified Governmental
land use palicy, clearly stated that there should be no hesitation in sacrificing forests
where the demand for arable land could only be fulfilled in this way. Ironicdly, & the
same time, Wilhem Schlich, who was the Head of the Indian Forest Department, was
waxing eoquent on how forests reduced the temperature of ar and soil, regulated
climate, increased rainfdl, helped reduce violent floods and prevented occurrence of
land dips, avdanches and siltation of rivers. He went on to add —dl thisin hisManual
of Forestry — that forests dso asssted in the production of oxygen and ozone and
thus helped to improve the hedth of the country!

But to get back to our story of the Ganga Jamuna Doab. This region, in present day
Uttar Pradesh, isthe area lying between the Ganga and the Yamunarivers. From the
foothills of the Himaayas the two riversflow pardle to each other for about 500 kms,
separated by 80-120 kms of land. Asthey move eastwardsthetwo riversrun closer to
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each other until they finally merge a Allahabad. The Doab region was one of the most
fertile regions of Northern India

The English East India Company acquired control over this region in 1801 and what
followed thereafter was a series of blows to the sengtive ecologicad system of the
Doab. There was athick forest belt between Bulandshahr and Kanpur, incorporating
thedigtrictsof Aligarh, Etah, Mainpuri and Kanpur, a the beginning of the 19" century.
The predominant tree species of this region was the dhak — butea monosperma, —
more popularly known asthe Flame of the Forest. Since the soil herewasrather sdine,
the only vegetation that could survive and thrive was the dhak tree. But the new
conquerors decided to bring these areas under cash crop cultivation — indigo, cotton
and sugarcane. Besidesthe revenueincentivefor bringing theland under the plough, an
additiond argument advanced wasthat the clearing of the forestswould help to control
crime. In this part of northern India there were several bands of dacoits who were
believed to be seeking refugein thesejungles. By the 1840s, asubgtantia portion of the
dhak jungle had disappeared and by the 1880sthere were hardly any trees|eft outside
the properties of the large landlord.

What happened to this region when these forests were cut down? Climatic changes
began to occur. By the 1840stherewasavisblerisein temperature and theintengity of
the loo or hot wind that blew in the summers increased. It loosened the surface of the
now unprotected soil which was then washed away in the monsoon rains. The subsoil
lost itswater retaining capacity and ponds and lakes began to dry up. All thisled to the
severedrought of 1837-38, which came asthe climax of asuccesson of dry years. The
number of cases of maariaincreased dramatically due to the stagnant water in dried
out riverbeds and lakes.

With the disgppearance of the dhak tree, the soil dso became more sdine and in due
course of time, the fields became less and |ess productive. By the 1820s, this process
had gone so far that entire villages had to be abandoned. Moreover, due to intensive
cultivation, which left little time for falow periods, the productive capecity of the soil
was aso greatly reduced.

The Doab sory, thus, is one of causing ecological damage to fulfil the needs of
development. But very soon, development wasitsdf the victim of this assault on nature
and agriculturd productivity, which far from being increased, was actudly reduced. As
aresult the whole policy for this region had to be reviewed.

31.10 THE COMING OF THE RAILWAYS

The modern world is generdly associated with faster and more efficient means of
transport like steam navigation and the railways. From the 1840s an ever-expanding
network of raillway linesbegan to criss-crassthe European continent and shortly thereafter
spread to those parts of Asia, Africaand Latin America, which werein the hands of the
imperidist powers. InIndiait hasbeen esimated thet thetota length of rail track increased
from about 5,000 kilometersin 1870 to 20,000 kilometersin 1890 and theresfter, in
every decade, about 10,000 kilometers of rail track were being laid. Railwayswere an
extremdly effective meansof maintaining adminigrative control over far-flung and hitherto
inaccessible areas. They aso helped to transport raw materials and finished products
from the rurd hinterlands to the ports with greater ease.

The sght of a steam engine hurtling down the countryside was awe-inspiring and
magnificent. It came to be associated with the might of empire and technologica
advancement. But what implications did the coming of the railways have for the natura
environment? Railway tracks are usudly laid on beams of wood, which are cdled



deepers. In recent times metal deepers have replaced wooden deepers but throughout
the nineteenth century, when therailway network was expanding rgpidly, wooden degpers
werein use. It is estimated that each mile of newly laid track required 1760 deepers.
The sal and deodar trees of northern Indiaand the tesk of southern Indiawere found
to provide idedl wood for the degpers since they were strong enough and resistant to
termitesand fungal decay. An average tree could provide between five to ten deepers.
This meant that thousands of trees would be cut down for raillway congtruction and
sometimeswhole forests would be devastated. In some cases more treeswould be cut
than could be easily transported out of the forest by unscrupulous contractors.
These would be I€ft to rot in the forests and contribute to forest fires and further
destruction.

In the early years of raillway congtruction forests were ransacked indiscriminatdly. But
very soon the colonia gtate redlized that such methods would be disastrousin the long
run and S0 it began enacting legidation which would enable them to manage forestsin
such away that they were assured of long-term supplies of wood. Forests began to be
reserved but this meant that even people who had been using the forests for centuries
for firewood, fodder, honey, fruits, roots and numerous other produces, were now
prohibited from entering these forests.

31.11 THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ECOLOGICAL
AWARENESS

Man knew the disadvantages and hazards of overexploiting nature from early times. In
Ancient Greece, where large areas of countryside were turned into a barren waste
during the Peloponnesian War (431-421 BC), Theophrastus of Erasia, who was
Arigtotle' s biographer and botanica gardener, developed a theory in which he linked
deforegtation with the decline of rainfdl in Greece. Coming to more recent times, in
Germany, there was a shortage of wood after the Seven Years War of 1756-63. The
government of the time redlized that the woodlands would have to be preserved and
hence decided to exercise state control over the forests. But here there was a twist to
thetae. Theforest was now to serve the needs of the nationa economy —especidly its
industrid needs. The larger, nationd interest was projected as being more important
than local, regiona needs. In the process the idea developed that forests had to be
preserved from man, i.e., there was an attempt to restrict the rights of traditional forest
users. This caused resentment among the local people and there were many protests
over accessto forest resources. Thus, just astraditional artisanswere protesting against
the displacement caused by industridization, so too the forest dwellers felt threatened
by the new forest laws and state takeover of forestsin the countries of Europe and later
other parts of the world. This tusde continues even today.

Statetakeover of forestsand the harnessing of forest resourcesfor industria development
had its effect on the nature of the forest. Often, mixed forests had to give way to
monoculture stands of species like pines, which were more suitable for congtruction
andindudtria needs. Not only were the requirements of theloca inhabitants overlooked
but the very hedlth of the forest was compromised in the process. Thenatural biodiversity
that existed until then was destroyed.

Thuswe can sy that though theimportance of theforest wasredized it was il regarded
as an exploitable resource, to be modified and distorted to serve the interests of the
“nation”. Who condituted the “nation”? The powerful classes that were emerging and
consolidating themsdlves a thistime. The less powerful, traditiona groups were being
seadily margindized by the industrid development of the period.
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But these other groups did not remain slent, as Ramchandra Guhatdls usin his book
Environmentalism: A Global History. In the United Kingdom a large number of
public associations emerged in the latter half of the nineteenth century. The Scottish
Rights of Way Society, formed in 1843, intended to protect walking areas around the
city of Edinburgh. The Commons Presarvation Society, begun in 1865, wanted to prevent
the encroachment of cities on woodland and heath. For the protection of rare birds,
beautiful plants and threatened landscapes, there was the Selbourne League, formedin
1885 and named after Gilbert White of Selbourne, afamous eighteenth century naturaist.
Therewas adso the Coa Smoke Abatement Society, started in 1898 as an independent
pressure group to make the government enforce pollution control lawson erring factories.
Largely because of dl these efforts, Guhatdls us, it has been possbleto save“at least
some parts of England from the contaminating effects of urban-indudtrid civilization.”
But the colonia gtatein Indiawas not fettered by such pressure groups and attempts at
consarvation could only emerge from within the Sate gpparatus itsdlf.

This is not to say that Indians did not redize the ill effects of indudtridization. Even
though the Industrid Revolution had largely Ieft India untouched in the colonid period,
and there were nationdists who saw industrid development as the need of the hour,
Mahatma Gandhi was opposed to such a path of development. In his Hind Swaraj,
published in 1909, he saw indusgtridization as being destructive of nature. Some twenty
years later he wrote:

God forbid that Indiashould ever take to industridization after the manner of
the West. The economic imperialism of asingle tiny idand kingdom is today
keeping theworld in chains. If an entire nation of 300 million took to Smilar
economic exploitation, it would strip the world bare like locusts.

Someof hisfollowerslike MiraBen and SarlaBehn were very activein the environment
protection campaign. Mira Ben's Pashulok Ashram, situated between Hardwar and
Rishikesh, was witness to some of the most devastating floods from the upper reaches
of the Ganga which not only swept away bushes and trees but aso cattle and human
beingsdong with their dwellings. Sheredized that thisfury of nature haditsorigininthe
wanton destruction of forestsin the mountains. She a so redlized that the solution to the
problem lay not inthe planting of treeslikethe pine, but in more ecologicaly gppropriate
trees like the oak. The Himaayas had dso become ecologicaly unstable because of
the replacement of mixed forests by monoculture. As more and more women and men
came to be influenced by her ideas aswell as those of Sarla Behn, who had set up an
ashram for educating hill women in Kausani, Almora didrict, the powerful Chipko
movement took root.

31.12 SUMMARY

The dilemma of whether to preserve the environment or explait it for development,
which revedled itsdf in agtrikingly sharp manner in the nineteenth century, continuesto
be an important issue for policy makers and the people even today. The Industria
Revolution and the growth of empire changed the face of nature irrevocably in dmost
al partsof theworld and we are now left with itslagting impact. But with the growth of
democratic inditutions, public awareness and politica accountability, it is no longer
possible for governmentsto ignore the voices of protest that are emerging from various
quarters. But often it isabitter tusde. The controversa Sardar Sarovar Dam and the
NarmadaBachao Andolanillugratesthisclearly. Whichismoreimportant? The benefits
that this ambitious project will bring to some parts of the country or the ecological
damage and the displacement of large numbers of people living in the areas which will
be submerged?




31.13 EXERCISES Ecology

1) Whatisthelinkage between the process of industridization and ecologica damage?
Discuss briefly.

2) Describethe processof European colonization of new landsand the environmentd
losses with repect to one particular area discussed in this Unit.

3) How hastheprogressof modernity led to the awarenesstowards ecol ogical issues?
Outline the issue with specific ingtances.
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32.1 INTRODUCTION

In modern times, the term “consumerism” has been associated with a preoccupation
with the acquidtion of goods and commodities. Traditiondly, it has been used with
negative connotations—asa“problem” that indicatesalack of discretion among “buyers’
and “consumers’ regarding what goods to buy and why to buy them in an increasangly
commercidized environment. Among Marxist thinkers especidly, what happened has
been linked to exploitation under industrid capitalism.

“Consumerism” has been associated with the growth of industrid capitalism in Europe
from the 18" century and its globa spread thereafter — a development that was
accompanied by economies of scale and increasesin production and productivity. As
indicated in the Unit on Industria Capitalism (Block 4), such increases were sustained
by growth in demand, both in the immediate neighbourhood of centres of production
and further afidd. Improvements in technology and extensive use of the divison of
labour enabled manufacturers to produce on a large scale for “wants’, “needs’ and
“fashions’. Commercialization of leisure and the penetration by innovative
manufacturers, of religious practices, public health, and education reinforced the habits
of acquisition andincreasing “consumption”. In European society, inthese circumstances,
availability of goods ceased to be asubstantia problem. Rather, more important were
means to ensure that they were in demand and “consumed”. If this was not achieved,
“gluts’ and economic depressions would take place, affecting employer and employee
dike.

On the other hand, the regular use of commercia methods to make goods desirable,
some argued, encouraged an obsess on with purchase and consumption —often distorting
habits of discretion and a sense of proportion. The consequence would be
“consumerism” (i.e. defined asthe near-compul sive concern with consumption) —which
might be economicdly profitable, but would lead to distorted socid perspectives. The
manufacturer’ sconcern with mass consumption, it wasargued, led to adeclineininterest
in qudity, ensuring that “consumerism” bred so-cdled “mass culture’ (i.e. culture that
catered to the lowest common denominator in society) as a common socid reference
point. “Consumerism” as defined above could aso lead to poor management of
household budgets and impoverishment.



Such a perspective encouraged a critical gpproach on the character of consumption
under indudtrid capitalism —and the attempt to avoid indiscriminate consumption under
socidig indudridization. The criticd vison girred a concern with the rights of the
consumer. And thisin turn made questions of consumption ametter for politics—asit
was anyway a another level, given that in societies where needs and wants were
continuoudy the object of discussion and representation, public figureswere concerned
about the symbolism that advertisers and manufacturers toyed with and what goods
they projected. Consumption came, consequently, to be associated with citizenship,
snceit was connected with socia status and palitics.

Duly, the critique of consumerism has been met with perspectives that sharply differ
with it — perspectives that argue the benefits of variety in the market for the consumer
and the necessity of regular consumption for economic and socid sability. Thepopularity
of the critique has consequently varied consderably.

Most recently, writing on consumption, “materia culture” (the attitude of consumers,
producers and society in generd to the world of manufactured “things’) and “ materid
politics’ has firmly established that whatever the value of the critical appraisa of
consumerism, manufacturers practice and consumer experience cannot be easily
dratjacketed. Thisisdl themoretruein regionsof theworld where consumer societies
of a sort have exigted in the past (India, China, Africa) and which came to industrid
cgpitalism late and in unusua circumstances.

32.2 THE CHARACTER OF COMMERCIALIZATION
AND ““CONSUMPTION” UNDER INDUSTRIAL
CAPITALISM

ThisUnit dedlswith two major aspects of the problems presented by consumption and
the various definitions of “consumerism” in modern Europe.  Firgtly, what were the
magor features of the context in which these problems came to be posed? Secondly,
how have these problems been treated at different times?

32.2.1 Early Days

Production and consumption of avariety of goods of everyday usewaswell established
in Europe and other consumer societiesin Asaand Africaby themid 18" century. In
addition, in Europe, a variety of exotic goods — often brought from China (mainly
porcelain) and India (spices, and cotton goods) - were luxury productsin high demand
among the aristocracy.

Various higtorians have indicated that during the 18" and 19" centuries, manufacturers,
endowed with sophisticated industria technology, used the great renown of luxury goods
among classes outside the aristocracy, and rushed to meet locd demand with large
scae production of goods on the foreign pattern that were produced locally. Such
devices, together with close attention to machine production of basc metal goods
(buttons, cutlery etc.) appeded to middle classes and stimulated their inclination to buy.

The Units on Indugtrid Capitdism have indicated that the subsequent significance of
these changesin consumption for the “revolution” in economic life in Europe during the
18" and 19" centuries varied substantialy from country to country. If “home demand”
wasimportant intheway textiles, and iron and sted played therole of “leading sectors’
inthe Indudirid Revolution in Britain, low levels of income and socid differences mede
“demand” lessimportant asamotor of changein France, Germany and Russia. Here,
concentrations of capitd (in investment banks) and the initiatives of the Sate played a
magjor role in what trangpired, with the sate often acting as the prime consumer (asin
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the case of Tsarist and Soviet Russa). However, onceinitia changes had occurred in
the character of the regiond economy, exploitation of “demand” and “consumption” in
everyday life became essentid to the further development of European societies.

The processcamedowly, andinfitsand garts. In Britain, fromthemid 18" century, as
indicated by the instances of Manchester textile manufacturers, in the enterprises of
Matthew Boulton (associated with metal goods) and Josiah Wedgewood (associated
with the pottery manufacture) sustained and careful surveys of markets were norma
and production for them by smal manufactories working on grict principles of the
divison of labour, wastherule. Hence, one description of the Boulton businesswould
sressregular travel by itsownersto establish the contours of the market. And it would
aso dress various initiatives taken to establish the reputation of the firm's products:

Scarcely aday passed but Boulton recaived letters of introduction of merchants
and gentlemen from every quarter and astheir house was only emerging from
obscurity, Boulton was desrous of promoting its reputation with al in his
power and therefore paid a particular attention to al their customers both
foreign or domestick and to dl their connectionswhatsoever in o much that
his house at Soho for many years seemed like an inn for the entertainment of
strangers.

The description would present further details of how Boulton invited powerful members
of the European courts to his manufactory (the Duke and Duchess of Villaformosa,
Count Orlov, Catherinethe Gresat’ sfavourite, Prince Poniatowski of Poland etc.). Well
aware that such notables would be emulated by the gentry and middle classes of their
societies, the Boultons attempted to present their goodsto various marketsthrough this
route to establish ataste for such products.

Elsawhere in Britain, in order to extend the range of such products, crafts were fitted
into aputting out system that gave the trader or merchant preference—alowing themto
understand patterns of demand and taking initiatives to use prevaling patterns of
consumption to greatest effect.

Meanwhile, in dmost al mgor states of modern Europe, the period uptol870s was
dominated by smdl-scade producers who gradudly moved away from a postion as
craftsmen deding in qudity goods. In France and Germany, following the economic
expanson of the 1850s and 1860s, craftsmen targeted a large market. As Shulamit
Volkov has pointed out, carpentersrestricted their range of products, in order to produce
morethat had aregular demand. The same cameto betrue of shoemakers. Technology
was agpplied to achieve economies of scale. Only in food processing was this
transformation not to be noticed until the 1890s—when refrigeration gradually cameto
permit the samein this quarter.

The increased output (often according to a set pattern) was presented to the buyer
through arangeof routes. In Britain, potentid consumersweretargeted by manufacturers,
but they were normally approached by the itinerant trader, who provided the less well
endowed buyer with credit (payment was made on an “ingament plan”). Thesedrapers
worked together in societies and associations in order to protect their interests against
defaulterstheHighland Society of London (formed 1778), and English Guardian societies
such asthe London Society of Guardiansfor the Protection of trade againgt Swindlers
and Sharpers (formed in 1776).

Among labouring dasses, minimum levels of consumption were ensured by associdive
action among certain trades to ensure that sickness and unemployment could be tided
over. Thiswas epecidly so among various unions and societies - the Boilermakers,
the Amalgamated Engineers and the London Compositors for instance. Among these



and others, Friendly Collecting Societiesexisted, asdid Indusdirid Assurance Companies.
All of them were protected by law and took subscriptionsto provide assstanceto their
membersin times of distress. The big unions (e.g. Amagamated Engineers) provided
pengonsto members by the beginning of the 20" century. Suchinditutionsand initigtives
clearly improved the spending capacity of the working class, while, esewhere a this
level, the usud run of Chrismas Clubs, Goose Clubs etc. encouraged saving for the
great extravagance on a specid occason. Building Societies and Freehold Societies
enabled the household with the smdl income to plan the purchase of land or a home.

The mid 19" century in France and Germany aso witnessed the “ democratization” of
demand on the British paitern.  This followed from the high agricultura prices of the
time and the overdl increasein employment. In Germany, thetrend persisted well after
1871, sponsored by the high levels of public and municipd activity paid for by French
reparations after the war of 1870. Craft enterprises became focused and streamlined
to take advantage of this phenomenon.

The change in employment and settlement patterns dready indicated in the Units on
demographic trends and indugtria capitaism made the digtribution of consumer goods
easer. Theconcentration of populationsin citiesand smadl towns (in the Midlandsand
North of England, the ParisBasin in France, and the Rhine country in Germany) provided
more ready and regular demand for manufactured goods than dispersed communities
of the countryside.

32.2.2 ThelLate 19" Century and After

The late nineteenth century saw the persistence of many of these ingtitutions and habits.
In Britain, for instance, itinerant traders continued to be of importance well into the 20
century. Known numbersincreased from 9459 in 1831 to 69, 347in 1911. Fromthe
1850s, however, threemgor changesare noticeableinthispattern. Firstly, consumption
was not drictly the preserve of firmsand individuals. Local government and the State
aso became regular consumers. This developed an old habit — purchase for the
adminigrative and military establishment. Municipa congruction, and the devel opment
of amenities(gasdistribution, parksand gardens, bridges, indtitutionsto provide medical
treatment and education) became significantly marked.

Equaly, though, capacitiesfor individua consumption received aboogt. Initiativeswere
taken to provide opportunitiesto subjects/citizensfor savings, and important variaions
were noticeablein trading practiceto tempt the consumer with smdl income. In Britain,
savings schemes induded the Post Office Trustee Savings Banks, with their “Home
Safes’, and a range of other Savings Banks. By the time of the inter-war period,
mortgage banks (such as the Abbey Road) had aso made their mark.

At ancther leve, the urban environment became the target of anew system of trading
and digtribution—through the“ department sore’. The best example of thiswas Forthum
and Mason's of London and the Bon Marche in Paris. These department stores, in
some cases, began to form branches in various towns, and “chains’ of stores emerged
in the commercia network. The shops run by Jesse Boot that dealt in pharmaceutical
products were an example in Britain. This*“chan” began in the pre-1914 period and
persgsto the present day. Woolworth isanother such chainwhich exigsintheUSand
Britain. In post-1945 France, the Monoprix and Uniprix chainsarethe equivaent. The
sgnificance of these shops was that they displayed a large range of goods (while the
standard store specidized in two or three mgor types of goods) —encouraging agenera
redefinition of needs and wants among those who passed through them. The Soreaso
paid attention to attractive presentation. This had already been achieved through
advertisement and discussions in newspapers and through the smal billboard. But the
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large space given over to specific ranges of products in department stores increased
the impact of the profile. Association of qudity with the name of the Sore dso drew in
customers who were aso otherwise bewildered by the variety of the market and the
problem of shoddy produce.

The dedire of the ate to take advantage of the interest in consumer products for its
own purposesaso led toinvestmentsin pecific goodsin France under the Third Republic
and Germany under Nationd Socidism. From the 1920s, the radio and, from the
1950s, the tdlevision both added anew dimension to such activitiesand to the advertising
of products.

32.3 REPRESENTATIONS OF “CONSUMPTION"

The availability of avast number of goods and commodities in the market place was
often celebrated. Manufacturers not only pointed to the merits of their products, but
a0 to the remarkable system of production that went into those products — a system
of production that not only made them fashionable but miracles of modern science.
Boultons and Wedgewoods consistently laboured this aspect of their outpuit.

Other views of consumption developed from perspectives associated with the idea—
widespread among intellectuds at this time — that industrid capitalism broke down
“communities’, and created individuas who faced the world aone, or as members of
“society”.  In such “society”, individuas were more open to the suggestions of the
market than was the case when they were members of “communities’ where they
followed “traditions’” and “rituds’, and whereindividua swereless sl f-conscious. Large
or medium-sized towns saw the breakdown of communitiesand the crestion of aworld
of individuas whom the market manipulated to think of needs and wants thet they had
hitherto never conceived. Advertisement by producers and traders were designed to
tempt individuds into a preoccupation with buying and consumption.

Some of this may have been admitted by many who gpproved of the changes of the
time, but they did not see it with foreboding or worry. In the early days of industrid
cgpitalism, optimigtic as ever, Adam Smith argued:

“Consumption is the sole end and purpose of al production and the interest of the
producer ought to be attended to only so far as may be necessary for that of the
consumer”.

He aso noted, though, as David Miller has pointed out, that *the human propendty to
consume was the consequence of afascination for “baublesand trinkets’, apassion for
accumulating objectsof “frivolousutility” and“avehiclefor deception with false promises
that weelth will bring happiness’. Smith called for caution and discretion:

“Money will a best “keep off the summer shower”, “but not the winter sorm”, leaving
humans more exposed than before to anxiety, fear and sorrow, disease, danger and
death”.

The new atmaosphere of acquistion and consumption attracted disgpprova and warnings
elsewhere. In the 18" century itsalf, condemnation of exotic luxury items was often
evident. Adam Anderson, in his Historical and Chronological Deduction of the
Origin of Commerce, in the 1760s, decried goods that were not clearly “useful and
excelent for the Ease, Conveniency or Elegance of Life’. Luxury, consumption and
acquisitiveness were condemned by Wedeyans, Quakers and other Non-Conformist
Protestants in England, who considered such behaviour sinful. Critics associated with
the Romantic Movement —including mgor figures such as William Ruskin —argued thet
the obsess on with the market worked againgt what was “naturd”. The German poet



Schiller expressed smilar sentimentswhen he called for the recognition by man of what
was ided in him rather than be diverted by the superficid demands and standards of
society. Early socidigs of the 19" century expressed smilar sentiments.  in France
(Prudhon and Fourier) and in Britain figures such as William Morris, who stressed the
virtues of individud crestivity and expresson, and made craft industry a fashion,
repudiated the virtues of machine-made goods.

Morefundamentadly, Karl Marx, making the distinction between “usevadue’ and “ market
vaue’, argued that consumption merely refined the process of exploitation through
which manufacturers extracted surplus from the working class. Looking closdy at the
world of acquisition and consumption in Europe and the United States, Thorgtein Veblen,
the American essayist, spoke of the gppearance of awed thy leisured classthat indulged
in conspicuous consumption, and also of an acquiSitive society where consumption was
not moulded by requirements but by somewhat witlessemulation and imitation. Veblen
disgpprovingly argued that consumption was the product of the wish to impress and to
improve socid satus.

Many came to argue a the end of the twentieth century that rampant consumption
motivated by such inclinations rather than discretion, bred a respect for goods and
occupations that smacked of a lack of serious thought and refinement. This was the
halmark of what was caled “mass culture’, which was consdered (by figuresasdifferent
in their opinions as Adorno, one of the principa philosophers of Frankfurt School and
F.R. Leavis an important English literary critic ) to have had a disastrous impact on
Ciy.

On the other hand, following Smith’s more optimistic assessments of consumption and
its character in the 19" century, followers of the “margind utility” school of economic
thought were worried that people would not consume enough to ensure economic and
socid sability. This was anotion that was echoed in the work of JM. Keynesin the
period between 1918 and 1939. Commentators such as Smmel argued that fashion
was not, contrary to Veblen, merely the consequence of the desireto establish satusas
much as ameans of establishing one' s own identity in aworld in which individuas did
not wish to wholly set themselves gpart from others. In hissomewhat difficult language,
he would term it as a phenomenon that:

“represents nothing more than one of the many formsof life by theaid of which we seek
to combinein uniform spheres of activity the tendency towards socid equdization with
the desrefor individud differentiation and change’.

Most recently, French philosopher Jean Baudrillard hastaken issuewith the perspectives
of Marxists and others who have stressed the distinctions between “use value®” and the
vaue created by the market — stating that “use” is seldom free of a market culture of
sorts. They dso have pointed to how consumers often deal independently and as
groups with the products that are recommended to them — transforming them, and
finding a vaue for them that is wholly outsde the vaue that advertisement suggests.
Baudrillard gill warns though, of problems, given the way commerce has come to
surround the consumer through media blitz and socid manipuletion. As David Miller
has pointed out, heis better known today:

‘for hisargument that the massive spread of consumer goods as acts of symbolism has
reached such alevel that where goods once stood for persons and relationships, they
now come to replace them. Such isthe power of commerce to produce socid maps
based on distinctions between goods that actual consumers are now relegated to the
role of merdly fitting themsdvesinto such maps by buying the appropriate sgns of their

lifestyles.
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324 MATERIAL CULTURE

Whatever the merits of these points of view, in recent comment and research, anumber
of writers concerned with “ materid culture’, “materid palitics’ and “ consumption” have
pointed out that the experience of consumer society in modern times has been varied
and cannot easily be draitjacketed into the framework of the opinions covered by
these debates. The approach of producers and buyers to manufactured items took on
different shapes over time.

True, the subjection of craftsto the putting out system placed the focus of the production
system squarely on the trader who had an interest in the product primarily from the
point of view of salebility. Hencewhat was considered exatic or unusud (asin the case
of Chinese/Indian imports) decisively influenced patterns of production. Meanwhile,
inventive producers — St. Gobain the glass makers, Boultons, the metal workers, and
Wedgewoods of the ceramics' industry —followed the market also, but they also tried
to create ademand for specific products that they understood they could make.

The critics of the consumption that was bred under the circumstances point out that
buyerswere influenced by the utility of goods, but dso by the statusthey conferred. In
the 20" century, advertisement made the associations of a product till more important
than before. And what transpired became aproblem of someszeand scde. Consumers
cameto befaced with abewildering choice of goods not only when it cameto everyday
needs and requirements but aso when they dealt with occasions such asbirth, marriage
and desth (christening robes, brida wear, coffins) and the way they took their leisure
(sportsgear, theatre equipment etc.)

But the authority of the manufacturer/trader should not be overstressed. Asthestrength
of itinerant trades in Britain and France indicate, persuasion that took into account
persond taste il continued to be very important. Studiesof 18" century France at the
time of the Ancien Regime and the Revol ution a so indi cate the impediments consumers
encountered, aspolitics often sought to direct and regul ate the presence of manufactured
items.

32.5 THE RISE OF THE CONSUMER MOVEMENT
AND MATERIAL POLITICS

In fact, those who were worried about the way manufacturers and the market could
draw the consumer into anet that ensnared him in different ways—both making him buy
goods he did not redly “want” and adso providing him with shoddy goods — quickly
sought to set up bodies that would prevent this. In the 19" century itsdf, in France,
shoddy goods led to recourse to law, and aso to judgments that were hodtile to
manufacturers. In Britain, the period from the mid-19" century witnessed a rash of
legidation to prevent deception of the buyer: the Sale of Food and Drugs Act (1875),
the Sale of Goods Act (1893), a series of Weights and Measures Acts (1878-1936),
and, dedling with purchase on the basis of part payment, the Hire and Purchase Act
(1938).

Movements at the turn of the 19" and 20" centuries to protect consumers have been
identified with various persondities. Percy Redfern and Beetrice Webbin Britain, Charles
Gide and Jean Prudhommeaux in France, Louis de Broucherein Belgium. And Percy
Redfern’s sense of things is common to most of these activists in one way or another:

“We the mass of common men and women in al countries aso compose the world's
market. To sdl to usisthe ultimate am of theworld sbusiness. Hence, it isourseves
as consumerswho stand in centrd relation to dl the economics of theworld, likeaking



in hiskingdom. As producers, we go esch unto a particular factory, farm or mine, but
as consumers we are set by nature then to give leadership, am and purpose to the
whole economicworld. That we are not kings but serfsin the massisdueto our falure
to think and act together as consumers and redlize our true position and power.”

Thework of these activistsand their |atter-day followers, coping withtheaid of TV, has
led to a fresh wave of consumer-protection legidation in Britain. This followed the
formation of the Molony Committee on Consumer Protection in 1962, which led in
1963 to theformation of the Consumer Council. Thelegidation that followed intensified
consumer protection in the market place: the Trades Description Act (1968), the Fair
Trading Act (1973), the Redtrictive Trades Practices Act (1977) and the Consumer
Safety Act (1978). Similar activitiesand legidation hasfigured in France and Germany
around groupsthat cametogether around the Council of Consumer Groups (Germany)
and the National Consumption Ingtitute (France).

326 SUMMARY

As Elizabeth Cohen has pointed out, the moves to strengthen the consumer’s status,
however far it has developed, gill remains, though, a matter of shopping and controls
onitin Modern Europe and the United States. The grand vision that inspired Redfern
—that the consumer should be given adignity in socid avarenessisin dl likeihood il
an idedl that few are concerned with. Given the differing gpproaches to consumption
over time, and changes in the way the production system operates, it is probably aso
uncertain that anything can be done for the consumer on these lines. Contributing to
thisisthe lack of sdf-awareness among consumers as consumers primarily.

As the spread of indudtrid capitalism in the world indicates, moreover, patterns of
consumption vary widdy from society to society. Beforethe onset of indudtria capitdism,
consumptionin Indiaand Ching, for ingtance, had followed specific patterns associated
with gift and exchange unlike the patterns followed in Europe. Even if modern times
cregte a uniform pattern of consumption at certain leve the world over, the specific
pattern is often moulded by the exigting paths that have been followed. Habits of
emulaion and imitation dso vary.

In the circumstances, the fears that were often expressed of the consequences of
consumerism may be valid a some levels, but they are far from gpplicable asarule.
Not only in Modern Europe, but also in the Modern World, the story of consumption
has been too different to jugtify a single perspective.

32.7 EXERCISES

1) What arethe waysin which the term consumerism is understood?

2) Riseof indudrid capitaism led to the coming of modernization of * Consumerism'’.
Discuss briefly.

3) Critiques of consumerism have dso led to consumer rights movement. What are
its different agpects?
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