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20 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this unit are that a the end of this unit you should be able to:

o distinguish between a'clause and a sentence, and identify the complementizer

: of aclause,

o identify different types of clauses,
analyse the structure of a complex sentence interms of itsmainand
subordinate clauses,

° identify the coordinate clauses and the conjunction(s) in acompound
sentence.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

2.1.1 Clausesand sentences

InUnit 1, we have beenintroduced to the notion of a "syntactic constituent”. In this
unit, wetakeaspecial syntactic constituent, namely, the clause, and examine how it
serves asabasic building-block for thelargest kind of syntactic constituent, namely,”
the sentence. We shall see that there can bedifferent kinds of sentences based on the
number and patterning of the clauses that make up those sentences.

Theterm clause in English is from the Latin term clausus, which means 'closed’
(from theLatin verb claud-ere 'to close’). A clauseisa'closed" syntactic constituent
in agpecia sense. InEnglish, its most central constituent is the verb that belongs to
it. Thisverb, and al the possible noun phrases and prepositional phrases that the
verb must occur with, constitute the clause. Thereis no further noun phrase or



prepositional phrasethat is needed: in that sensethe clauseis complete, "closed". Typesof Clauses

Examplesillustrativeof different kinds of clausesaregivenin (1) below, with the and Sentences
clauses underlined:
1 a The sky isblue.
b. Sita knows|[that the Sky is blue].
c. Sita wants [her. sister to be intelligent].
d. | saw [Hari teaching the seventh-standard students].

Note that the sentence (1a) consistsof asingle clause. However, the sentences(1b),
(Ic), and (I1d) each consist of something more than just asingle clause. Actualy,
these three sentencesare each made up of two clauses. The underlined clause in each
is an example of a subordinate clause, or an embedded clause. The part of each
sentencethat isnot underlined, however, iswhat " supports' the subordinate (or
embedded) clause: if it were not there, the subordinateclause could not occur by
itself. Note, moreover, that that part also containsaverb of itsown, alongwith a
subject, and that the object is (asafirst approximation) the subordinateclause. That
part of the sentence is therefore also called the main clause or principal clause.

A sentencethat consists of asingle clauseisa simplesentence. Thus, the sentence
(la)isasmplesentence. A simplesentencehas at most onemain verb. 1f we
encounter more than one main verb in a sentence, we nuist inumediately conclude that
the sentence is not asimple sentence.

By contrast, a sentence that consists of amain clause and one or more subordinate
clausesisacomplex sentence. The sentences(Ib), (Ic), and (1d) are thus complex
sentences. Wefind more than onemain verb in each of these sentences, which leads
ustoidentify two clauses. amain clause and a subordinateclause. A sentence may
have a subordinate clause embedded in another suberdinate clause, asin (2a), and
may even have that subordinate clause embedded in another subordinate clause, ... to
an indefiniteextent, as the sentence from achildren's verse given as (2b) shows.
(Every dternate clause, beginning with themain clause, is underlined; each
subordinate clause is enclosed in a pair of square brackets, { ].)

(2) a, | doubt [that Sita knows[that the sky isblue].
b. This isthe dog [that chased the cat [that killed the rat [that

ate the malt [that lay in the house [that Jack built]]]]].

Theonly limit to the number of clausesin acomplex sentenceis, as far asisknown
today, the length of the sentencethat can beretained in short-term memory by a
speaker or hearer. (Thisisin fact why we have trouble making sense of long,
complicated sentencesin awritten text or in aformal speech.) Now consider
sentencesof the kind shown in (3a-c):
(3) a. [There are cloudsin the sky], and [it iSraining].
b. [I-le worked very hard] but [he could not clear the final
examinations].
c. Either [the sunrisesin the eadt] or [the moon ismade of
green cheesg|.

Each of the sentences(3a), (3b), (3¢) containstwo ciauses, but neither clauseis
embedded within the other clause; instead, they are"joined" by one or more special
words such as and, but, either ... or. These special wordsbelong to the part of speech
caled conjunction,i.e., they are conjunctions. In the sentencesabove, the two
clausesare said to be conjoined clauses or co-ordinate clauses. Such sentences are
examplesof compound sentences, the third sub-typeof sentence besidessimple
sentences and complex sentences.
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W e shall examine different clause and sentence types in more detail in Sections2.2
and 2.3, below.

In the following subsection, we examine certain features of two salient kinds of
subordinate clauses. There isalso aspecia kind of sentence aswell as embedded
clause that syntactically behaves rather differently from the other Icinds in anumber
of respects, and has aspecial significancein generativegrammar. Questions, both
simple questions and embedded questions, form this specia sub-type of clauses and
sentences. We discussthese in subsection 2.1.3.

2.1.2 Relativeclauses, complement clauses and complementizers

Let us examine the sentence (2b), above. The embedded clauses in (2b) are instances
of relativeclauses, clausesthat "relate to", or say something more about, an entity
such as ahouse, asack of malt, a cat, a dog, or even agroup of human beings.
Further examples of relative clausesare the embedded clauses in (4a) and (4b):

4 . a The man [who came hereyesterday] isHari's brother

b, I can't find the knife [with which you dlice onions].

A relative clause typically contains an expression that refersto the entity that the
clausemodifies: thisexpressionisarelative pronoun, and it may occur with a
preposition such aswithasin (4b). In (4a), the relative pronoun is the word who,
referring to the nan. In (4b), the relative pronoun is the word which, refemng to tie
knife. Arelative pronouniseoften the same as the corresponding question word
(who? which (one)?), but it isnot alwaysthe same, e.g., the relative pronoun that
occurs in each of the embedded clauses in the sentence (2b) (Z#is is the dog /that
chasedthecat /zhat kil ed therat [that atethe malt ... /7).

The other salient kind of embedded clause, of which theembedded clausesin (I b),
(1c), (1d), and (2a) are examples, isthe complement clause. A complement clause
"complements" the main verb of the clausein which it isembedded, i.e., it occursasa
subject, object or prepositiona object complement of the verb of that clause. Thus,in
the sentence (1b) (Sita knows[that the sky is blug]), the clause [thaf the sky isblug] is
the direct object complement of the main verb 4nrows of the main clause. What about
the word that in this complement clause--isit the same as the relative pronoun that in
(2b)? Asit happens, that is not arelative pronoun in (1b): note that there is no entity
being modified by the complement clause [thaf the ky isblug.  Instead, the word
that "introduces" what the clause expresses as being the complement of the main-
clause verb knows-- it marksthe clause as being a special kind of complement
clause, the object complement of the verb knows. The word thafin (Ib) isthereforea
complementizer.

2.1.3 A special kind of sentence: Questions, Wh-Movement, and Wh-
Traces

Questions form a special sentential typein English, and therefore need special
attention. Consider the following sentences:

(%) a Are there cloudsin the sky?

b. Does Sita know that it israining?
© a Who cameyesterday?

b. What doyou slice onions with?

We know that theseare questionsin English, not only because each of them ends
with aquestion mark, but also because of the function they serve (they demand
answers), and al so because of the rather different kind of structurethat they have
from the sentences we have seen before. In particular, notice that, in (5a) and (5b), i t,
isthefinite verb (main verb or auxiliary) that occursfirst in the sentence, instead of



thesubject; and in (6a) and (6b), aquestion word (Who ... ? what ... ?) occUrsirst, Types of Clauses
followed by thefinite (maln or auxiliary), and then comes the subject if thi; is distinct
from thequestionword (asin (6b) but not in (6a) -- notice that ir: (6a) the question
word who isitself the subject). This order of wordsisdifferant from the order of
words seen in the sentencesin, e.g., (1), in which the subjcet occurs firgt (thesky in
(la)), followed by the verb (isin (1a)), whichisthen fellowed by therest of the
predicate (the adjectivecomplement bluze in (1a)).

and Sentences

The differencein word order found in questions in English hasto be captured by a
very differentkind of rule from aphrase structurerule. Thisnew kind of ruleis
calledatransformational rule, or smply a transformation. Inthecase of a
guestion like (6b), atransformational rule called Qu-=stioa Word Movement or Wh-
Movement (i.e., movement of a question word, or aw’-wcid, so called becauze most
question words begin with wh in English -- who, what, where, when, why) operates
on a"hidden" or "deeper" representalionsuch as (7), to move the question word » Aat
to the front of the sentence:

7) you Present+-dliceonionswith what.

Thetensecarried by theverb dlice, viz., the Present tense, is separated from the
actual verb in this representation (we shall see below why thishas to bc daae). This
yieldsthefollowing kind of representation:

(8) what . you Present+slice onionswith t

Theelement tis awh-trace, asort of invisiblemark |eft by the question word what
when it has moved to thefront of the sentence. The wh-traceisthefirst kind of
empty category that we have seen: an "empty category" isa syntactically siznificant
(arid sometimes meaning-bearing) element that is not pronounced, and is therefore
understood but not heard. (There isindependent evidencethat empty categories such
as wh-tracesdo have acertain psychological reality for native speakersof English,
since certain kinds of contraction or merger of wordswith one another are found to
be blocked if thereis a wh-trace between the words.)

In the next step, thereis another movement, the movement of the Present tenseto the
left of the subject. Thismovementis aso a transformation, and is known as Subject-
Aux Inversion ("Aux" is originally from "Auxiliary", but aso includesthingslike
Present, Past or Future tense, agreement marking with the subject, and modalssuch
as can, mugt, and should). We thus get the followingrepresentation:

(9) what Present you dice onionswith t

. But the Present tense cannot just be pronounced by itself: it needstheright kind of
word to dock on to, since it doesnot have the statusof afully pronounced word dl by
itself. Asit happens, in English the verb do isbrought in to support the Present tense.
We therefore get closer to the representationin which we normally utter (or write) the
question, along with the wh-tracert:

(10)  what do+-Presentyou slice onionswith t

Sincethisisstill not quite theformin which we normally speak (or write) the
question, the representation (10) iscalled an S-structur erepresentation. By contrast,
the representation (7), without the prolonged arrow, is the D-structur erepresentation
(earlierit would be called the deep structur e representation).
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2,2 CLAUSETYPES

2.2.1 Thefeature of fimiteness in clauses

We now discuss an important feature, or parameter, that a clause might be

characterized by. Consider the sentences(la-d) that we have seen above, repeated

here as(1la-d):
(11) The skvisblue.

Sita knows|[that the skv is blue].

Sita wants [her sister to beintelligent].

| saw Hari [teaching the seventh-grade students).

oo oW

The clauses underlined are of two different kinds, depending on the nature of the
verb. In(1la) and (11b), the verb of the underlined clause, viz., is, isa finite verb--
note that it agrees with the subject noun phrase, zhe sly, in number (singular number)
and person (third person), and is a present-tenseform. Theverb isis thusa finite
verb. In both (11a) and (11b), therefore, the underlined clauses are finite clauses. In
(11c), on the other hand, the verb of the underlined clause isthe infinitival verb to be,
which remains invariant regardless of the number and person features of the subject
(thus one could say Sita wantsme/you/us/them to be intelligent, without any change
in the verb to be)--note also that it isnot a present-tenseform, nor a past nor afuture
form of the verb be. Theverbto bein (1lc) isthereforea non-finite.(more
specificaly, infinitival) verb-form, and thusthe underlined clause in (11c) isanon-
finite clause. For similar reasons, the progressiveparticiple teaching, which is the
central verb-formin the underlined clausein (11d), isa non-finiteverb, and the
underlined clause in (11d) isa non-finite (specifically, participial) clause.

222 Finiteclauses

As we have seen, afiniteclauseis a clause whose verb is afinite verb i.e. is marked
for tense. The most readily availableexample of'afinite clause isa simple sentence
like (Ia): the sentence consistsof a single finite clause.

There areother kinds of finite clauses, however, which occur as subordinate clauses
in complex sentences. Thethreesalient kinds of subordinate finite clausesin English
are:

0] finite complement clauses,

(i) relative clauses,

(iii)  finiteadverbial clauses.

The embedded clausein the sentence (11b) aboveisan example of afinite
complement clause == a finite clause that serves the function of adirect object
complement to the verb. A cornplement clause can also occupy the position of a
subject, asin the following sentence:

(12) [Thet Sitaisintelligent] hardly surprises me.

Here the clause that Sitn is intelligent enclosed in square brackets isin turn the
subject of the main (finite) predicate phrase hardly surprises me. |t isalso possible
for afinite complement clause to occur as acomplement to the noun fact, asin the
following sentences:

(13) a [The fact [that Sitajg intelligent]] hardly surprisesme.
b. | am hardly surprisedat {thefact [that Sua |sgntelhgent1



Finitecomplement clauses can also occur as prepositional object complements, but
then they usudly have the status of adverbial clauses, aswe shal shortly see.

Ancther finite clausetype isthe relativeclause. A relative clauseisso called
because it "relates’ to anoun in anoun phrase: it modifies, or adds some
qualification to, the noun inside the noun phrase. Examplesare the following:

14 a [The man [who came yesterday]] isafriend of Ram's.
b. Thisis[the house [that Jack built]].

Rdativeclauses can also be pf two kinds: restrictiveand non-restrictiverelative
clauses. Unlikearestrictiverelative clause, of which the two sentencesthat we have
just seen are exampl es, a non-restrictive rel ative clause is separated from the main
sentence by commas before and after it, asin:

(15) a Ali, whoisafriend of Rani's, iscoming here tomorrow.
b. Jack's house, which was built withinashort time, is prettily
decorated.

A redtrictive rel ative clause cannot be dropped as easily as a non-restrictive relative
clause precisely because a non-restrictiverel ativeclauseis much less tightly
constrained within the noun phrase than a restrictiverel ativeclause.

The third finite complement clausetype isthe adverbial clause, Examplescan be
seenin the following sentences:

16) a | left the party after [the solar ediwseended)].
b. Since [Sara studieshard], she never failsany examinations.

In the sentence (16a), the finite clause the solar eclipse ended occurs asthe
prepositional complement object of the preposition after. Sinceit (along with the
preposition after) says something about thetimea which | 1eft the party, it serves the
function of an adverb of time (such assoon or later); itis thereforean adverbial
clause. In the sentence (16b), the finite clause Sara studies hard is the complement
of the subordinating conjunctionsince; here, too, the two together say something
about thereason for Sara's never failing any examinations; hencesi nce Sara studies
hard has the status of an adverbia clause. Another common kind of adverbial clause
isthe if~clause in a conditional sentence, asin:

17 a If [Ram studieshard] he will clear the examinations.
b. If [T had wings] | would fly off to far corners of the world.
C. If [Mark had listened to his friends] he wouldn't have lost so
much money.

In each case the if~clause specifies aconditionthat hasto betruefor themain clause
(often called the then-clause) to hold good; we therefore count it asa special kind of
,adverbial clause.

2.2.3 Non-finiteclauses. participial

Not al subordinateclausesare finite, however, as we have seen earlier. Consider the
following sentences:

18 a | saw Hari teaching the seventh-standard students.
b.

Hearing a sudden noise, Ram woke up in the middle of the
night.

c. The children, having finished their homework, ran off to play
outside. -

Types of Clauses
and Sentences
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In (18a), asentenceseen earlier, the direct object coinplement of the verb saw 1n the
main clauseisHari teaching the seventh-standardstudents, which has a progressive
participle, zeaching, instead of afinite verb (such as teaches, was teaching, or
taught). In (18b), hearing a sudden noiselooks like a phrase containing a
progressiveparticiple hearing, rather than afull clause, sinceit does not have an
expressed subject. However, if you think about it for amoment, you realize that the
subject of hearingis understood to be Ram the person who wolce up in the middle of
the noise, and not anyonedse. Similarly, in (c), the sequence of words having
finished their homework lookslike a phrase containing the progressiveauxiliary
participle havi ng + pagt participlefinished rather then afull clause, but its understood
subject is the children and not any other people. In generative syntax, the understood
subject of the participle m (b) and ( ¢) issaid to be an unpronounced e ement which
islabelled"PRO" (after "pronoun”) and whosemeaning iscontrolled -- i.e.,
determined -- by the subject of the matrix clause. Thesetwo properties are captured
by the representations (19a) and (19b), below, for the sentences (18b) and (18c¢):

19 a [ PROx Hearing a suddennoise ], Ramy woke up in the
middle of the night.
b The childreny, [ PROy having finished their homework], ran
off to play outside.

The common subscriptsx for PRO and for Ram in the sentence (19a) indicate that the
understood subject of hearing a sudden noisg, i.e., PRO, hasthe samereference as
Ram: thiskind ef indication of identity of referenceis termed coindexing in syntax.
The sameistruefor the commeon.subscripts y for zhe children and for PRO in the
sentence (19b): the two expressionsare coindexed, since they bear the same
reference (i.e., refer to the sameentity or set of entities). We thus see that these
participial phrasesare secretly non-finiteclauses, with an understood subject whose
meaning iscontrolled by the main-clause subject. However, there canalsobea
participial clause with an unpronounced but understood subject whose meaning is
indefinite, asin (20a) and (20b):

(200 a Seeingis believing. '
b. Tellingliesisnot asmart thingto do.

A participial form such asseeing requiresan understood subject (since there have to
be some animate beings to be able to see), as does a participia form like believing.
The same would hold o the participia phrasetd ling lies. These sentencesare
therefore rewritten in generativesyntax as follows.

(2) a, [ PRO Seeing] is[ PRO believing].
b. [ PRO Tdlinglies] isnot asmart thing to do.

The element PROisan example of an empty category, ameaningful but
unpronounced element. (We shall seefurther empty categoriesin the following units:
they form animportantset of eementsin generative syntax.) This element enables
usto see, again, that seeing, believing, and tellinglies are actually partsof hidden
participial clauses. Theelement PROissaidto have arbitrary reference in these
sentences, sinceits meaning i s not determined by any other noun phrasein the
sentences but is understood to be something like 'everyone' or 'someoné, i.e., N0
specific individual(s). Theelement PRO isalso foundto be useful in understanding
the nature of another class of non-finiteclauses, as we see below.

2.2.4 Non-finiteclauses. infinitival

Consider thefollowing sentences:

(22) a | want {0 go home.
h. Saraexpects Ali to come back soon.
c. To errishunman.



In these sentences, the underlined expressions each have aspecia kind of non-finite Typesof Clauses
verb, theinfinitive:” to go, to come, and to err, respectively. Notice, moreover, that and Sentences
the subject of to come back soon in (22b) is A/, not Saraor anyone else; hence we

includeAi asbeing the subject of the infinitival clause Ai to come back soon. In

(22a), however, the understood subject of togo home isl, whichis already the

subject of want. We have learned about "PRO", an empty category whose meaning

can be controlled by the main-clausesubject, earlier. We can thereforerewrite (22a)

and (22¢) asfollows, as (23a) and (23b), respectively:

(23) a. I; want [ PROg to go home].
b. [ PROTo er ] ishuman.

Note the coindexing of | and PRO in the sentence(23a): both bear the subscript
index a. In (23b), on the other hand, PRO has arbitrary reference: it is not coindexed
with any other noun phrase present in thesentence. Thus, we seethat the bracketed
expressionsin these two sentences are actually infinitival complement clauses: in
(23a), theinfinitival clauseis the direct object complementof the main-clauseverb
want (whet isit that | want?), and in ( 23b), theinfinitival clauseis the subject of the
main-clause verb is (what is human?).

We shall have occasion to look at the syntax of non-finitecomplement clausesagain,
especidly in Units3and 5; they show certaininteresting effectsthat result precisely
from their being non-finitecomplement clauses.

23 SENTENCETYPES

2.3.1 Simpleindicative sentences

The"smplest” kind of simple sentenceisthe simpleindicative sentence -- asingle-
clausesentencethat is astatement of afact. (Whether the sentenceisatrueor afase
statement would be another matter == let ussimply note that it makes sense to ask
whether astatement is true or false, whereasit does not make senseto ask, e.g.,
whether aquestion is true or false.) The sentence (1a) seen above isan exampleof a
smpleindicativesentence. In English, an indicative sentenceisso called becauseit
isin the indicative mood. This can be understood if we compare the indicative
sentence type with asentence that isan order, request, or directive. We seethis in the
next subsection.

2.3.2 Simpleimperative sentences
Congder thefollowing example sentences:

249 a Get out!
b. Close the door, please.

c. Do not téll lies.

The sentence(24a) is an order -- acommand to the addresseeto leave the premises.
Note that it is not astatement of afact: it doesnot make senseto ask, for instance, .
whether it istrue or false. (It makes sense to ask whether the order is obeyed or not,
but then we are talking about the effectivenessof the order, not itstruth or falsity.)
The sentence(24b) is arequest made to the addressee to closethe door. (Theword
"please” added at the end givesit the character of arequest rather than a direct order.)
The sentence(24c¢) is an injunction, or amoral directive: it asksthe addressee not to
tell lies, asamatter,of moral principle. Thesethreesentences are therefore simple
imperdtive sentences’ they are said to be in theimperative mood.

27
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Note that these sentencesare exceptionsto the requirementin English that a sentence
must have an overtly expressed subject. The subject pronounyou is, asagenera

rule, not expressed in such sentences, unless somespecial emphasisisintended (asin
"You get out!™).

2.3.3 Complex sentences. embedding of clauses

We now cometo complex sentences. A complex sentenceis a sentence consisting of
a main clause-- also called the matrix clause-- and one or more embedded (or
subordinate) clauses. The sentence (1b) that we have seen aboveis an exampledf a
complex sentence, since it consists of the main or matrix clause Sta knows (X) and
the embedded finite complement clause that the sky is blue, fulfilling the role of the
main-clause direct object X. A sentence consisting of amain clause and a non-finite
(participia or infinitival) subordinateclauseis aso a complex sentence: thus, the
sentencesthat we have seenin Subsections2.2.3 and 2.2.4, earlier, are complex
sentences. A complex sentence can have repeatedly embedded subordinate clauses as
well, asin the followingsentences:

(25 a Thisisthe dog [that chased the cat [that killed therat [that
atethemalt [that lay in the house [that Jack built]]]]].
b. | wonder [whether Hari believes[that Sita knows [that the

skv is blugl]].

I nthesetwo sentences, dternate subordinateclauses are underlined to highlight the
"nesting" of subordinateclauses. In the sentence( @), the subordinate clauses are al
relative clauses: the most deeply embedded relative clause that Jack suilt is
kmbedded inside the relative clause that lay in the house _ , whichisin turn
embedded in therelative clause that atethe malt _, which is again embedded in the
relative clausethat chased thecat _ , whichis, finally, embedded inside the main or
matrix clauseThi s is the dog— . Likewise, in the sentence ( b), the finite compleinent
clausethatt he skyis blue is embedded insidethe finite complement clause that Sta
knows _, whichis in turn embedded inside the complement clause whether Har |
believes _, whichis, finally, embedded in thematrix clausel wonder _ . The degree
of "nesting", or embedding, of subordinateclausesinside acomplex sentenceis, in
principle, infinite: we haveto draw the linein accordancewith how much our short-
term memory can handle, sinceif the seritence becomestoo long we may forget what
we had begun saying inthe first place!

A complex sentence may aso have coor dinate clausesembedded within it, asin the
following sentence (26):

(26)  Staknows [that [the sky isblue] and [the moon is not made of
cheesd]].

Here, the embedded finite complement clause actualy consistsof two clausesjoined
together by the conjunction and: the clause the sky is blue and the clause the moon is
not made of cheese. Thesetwo clausesare thus coordinate clauses that (along with
the complementizer that) make up the conjoined complement clause that the sky is
blue andthe moon is nzade d green cheese, which is the direct object complement of
the matrix verbknows. In principle, therecan again be multiple embedding of
coordinate clauses within other subordinate clauses, and of subordinate clauses within
other coordinateclauses. (If the resulting sentence becomestoo clumsy, involved,
and complicated, however, we will havetrouble keeping track of what it istrying to
say inall. Therefore, in producingand understanding actual sentences, we draw the
line in accordancewith how much our intelligenceand short-term memory can -,
handle.) Inthe next subsection, welook at another sentence type, whose defining
feature isinfact the occurrenceof coordinateclauses.



234 Compound sentences. conjoining of clauses
Now let us consider sentenceslike the following:

[Ram turned off thelights] and [Ali closed the windows).
[Eat], [drink], and [be merry].

[Sitawrotea short story] and [Sara a poem).

[Y ou may betired], but {you must work for another hour].

(27)

aeow

Each of these sentences consistsof clausesthat are not in the relationship of main
clauseto subordinate clause(s), but are "joined", or conjoined, with one another by
means of conjunctions suchas and and but. We can also say that such conjoined
clausesare conjunct clauses, or coordinate clauses(a term we have seen earlier).
Sentencesthat are made up of conjoined (or coordinate) clausesare said to be
compound sentences. In some cases, the conjunction may consist of two words such
aseither ... or and neither... nor:

(28) a Either [you withdraw this proposal] or [I resign from your
committee].
b. Neither [has Ram written to me about this] nor [has Sita

spoken to me about it].

(Note theinversion of the subject and the auxiliaiy verb in the sentence (28b) -- this
kind of inversionis often found when the clause hasnegation, i.e., anegative word
such asneither or nor.) In principle, it ispossibleto conjoin more than just two or
three clausesto form a compound sentence; however, if the sentence becomestoo
long it can becometoo much for usto processmentally. Thus, acompound sentence
typicaly containstwo or at most three conjunctclauses. However, it isalso possible
to have subordinate clauses embedded inside one or more of these conjunct clauses,
asin the following sentence (29):

(29) [ Ali turned off the lights[beforehe walked out]] and [Ram locked
the door [after he had closed the windows]].

Again, the degree of embedding of subordinateclausesinside acompound sentence
cannot betoo highfor our intelligenceand short-term memory to handle, but in
principlethereisno limittoit. Suchaprincipledlack of limitsisactually aproperty
arising out of the rule-governedcreativity of any language, including English.

24 CONCLUSION

We have seen.that the clauseis an important kind of syntactic constituent which plays
avitd rolein the make-up of sentencesof different kinds. Therefore, the clauseis
assgned its own syntactic constituent types, depending on whether a complementizer
" or relative pronounisincluded or not. A clause, excludingany complementizer or
relative pronoun that might (or might not) occur with it, isassigned thefollowing

kind of phrase structure tree, with the symbol | P (for INFL-P or "Inflection Phrase”,
where"Inflection” refersto "Verbal Inflection”, the tense and agreement featureson
the verb == to be discussed i n more detail in Unit 4):

(30) P
—
Spec , — 1 ,
/\

(Slejcct) NP I(NFL) VP

Ten(\ Agr | \/\
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I n accordancewith X-bar theory (which we have already seen in Unit 1), the heed of
the clause, IP, is the dement | (i.e;, INFL),even though (unlike the syntactic head
typeswe have seen so far) most oftenit isnot afull word in itself but only a suffix or
even afeature, such as thefeature of Past Tense on a verb-form such as hit or cut
which does not changein shapein the past tense. Thisisallowed in syntax: to count
as a syntactically significant constituent, an element need not be a full morphologica
word. (Sometimesit may not even be pronounced: the empty category PROisa
syntactic constituent of thiskind.)

When acomplementizer or wh-expression (i.e., questionword or phrase, or relative
pronounor pronominal phrase such aswith which) is included, the constituentIP is
further embedded inside another kind of syntactic constituent, called CP (for
"Complementizer Phrase"). The head of aCP isthe complementizer C, whether it is
overtly presentor not. The phrase structureof aCP isasfollows:

G31) /C\
S C' ,

pec
| . / =
(wh-expression) - IP
(lthat(for/. )
Note that, in English, asmple indicative sentenceis an IP, not a CP, since it does not

include acomplementizer or wh-expression; whilea question or an embedded
relative clause must necessarily be syntactically represented as a CP, not as an IP.

25 LET USSUM UP

1 The clause as a syntactic constituent is not always identical with asentence:
asentence may consist of oneor more clauses.

2. A clause may be defined as a syntactic congtittuent whose immediate
congtituentsare a subject and a predicate, and which may or may not contain
afinite verb.

3. A clausethat hasitsownfiniteverb isafiniteclause; aclause that hasanon-

finite verb isa non-finiteclause.

Sl A sentence that consists of a single clauseis asimple sentence.
5

A sentencethat consists of amain (or principal or matrix) clauseand oneor
more subordinate clausesis a complex sentence.

6. In principle, the degree of embedding of subordinate clauses in acoinplex
sentenceisinfinite; the limitsareimposed by how much our short-term
memory and intelligence can handle.

i A sentence that consists of one or more conjoined (or conjunct or coordinate)

clausesisa compound sentence. A compound sentence may have one

more subordinate clausesembedded within any'or all of the conjunct clauses.

Conversdly, acomplex sentencemay contain conjoined subordinate clauses,

A finite subordinateclausewithin a complex sentence may be areative

clause, acomplement clause, or an adverbid clause.

10. A complement clauseis cften preceded by acomplementizer such as that.

11 A clauseby itsdlf is asyntactic constituent of the type | P, whose head isthe
(finite or non-finite) INFL element 'of the clause.

12. A clauseaong'witha complementizer or wh-expressignis asyntactic
constituent of thetype CP, whose head i sacomplementizer C, whether thisis
overt or null.
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26 KEYWORDS

Types of claust

Adverbial clause:

Clause:

Complement clause:

C(omp) or Complementizer:

Complex sentence:

Compound sentence:

Mniteverb:

| or INFL:

Non-finitever b:

and Sentences

A subordinateclause type, usudly finite, that says
something more about the time, place, manner,
cause, or condition of occurrence of the event
expressed by themain clause, just as an adverb
would do.

A syntactic constituent typethat is one of the largest
building-blocks of the sentence; a clause has subject-
predicate (deep) structureand may be finite or non-
finite, dependingon whether itsverb isafinite verb
or not.

An embedded clausethat occursas the subject or
direct object complement to the verb of the matrix
clause. A complement clauseis often introduced by
aCOMPLEMENTIZER(q.v.).

A syntactic eement that typically occurswith a
complement clause, e.g., thecomplementizer that
with afinite complement clause, or the
complementizefor (. .t10) withaninfinitival
complement clause. A complementizerisalsothe
head (Compor C) of the syntactic constituent of
phrasal category CP.

A'sentencethat conssts of amain clauseand one or
more subordinate clauses, with or without repeated
embedding of the subordinateclauses.

A sentencethat consistsof two or more conjoined
(or coordinate: see Key Words, Unit 1) clauses, with
or without one or more subordinateclauses
embedded in any or al of the conjunct clauses.

In English, averb-formthat displaysall the tense
and agreement featuresthat it i s capabl e of
displaying, with or without auxiliaries(including
modals). Correspondingly,the clause to which the
verb belongsisafiniteclause. See NON-FINITE
VERB for contrast.

The head of a clause (whichis a phrasal category of
thetype |P), consisting'of verbal inflection and/or
any auxiliaries(including modal ssuch as can and
woul d) .

In English, a verb-form that doesnot display al the
possibletense and agreement featuresthat it is
capable of displaying, althoughit most often
displaysaspect (with or without the help of
auxiliaries). For example, aparticipial verb complex
such as having seen of an infinitiveverb-form such
as to have left would be considered non-finite.
Correspondingly, the-clause of which anon-finite
verbisthe principal verb isalion-finiteclause.



English Syntax

Relative clause: An embedded clause that occurs as part of a noun
phraseand modifiesits head noun. An exampleis
the CP modifying the underlined noun man in: [NP

The man [CPp Who issitting over there]Jisfrom
Mumbai..

Simple sentence: A sentenceconsisting of asingle clause, e.g., The
sky isblue or Sta was reading.
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2.8 QUESTIONS& EXERCISES

1. For each of the sentences given bel ow, indicate whether the sentence is
simple, complex, or compound, pointing out the different clauses (main,
subordinate, and/or co-ordinate):

(@ Tell mewhat you think of it.

(b) | am leaving right now.
() Fair isfoul and foul isfair.
(d) | expect Ram to help me,

(e) Neither did Sitacome herenor did Saraleave.
® May yoube happy throughout your life!

2. For each of theitalicized clausesin the following séntences, indicate whether
itisafinite or anon-finite clause, the particular sub-type of finite or non-
finiteclause to which it belongs, and (if you can, and to the extent possible)
itsinternal structure:

€) | wonder whether she can speak Sanskrit.
(b) They are anxiousfor you to help them. _
(©) | am almost sure that no one will do the assignment.
& (d) Please bring me the book from which you copied theseparagraphr.
1(g  |shall only come homewhen my father isin a better mood.
® | don't like your jumping to conclusions.

NOTESON" QUESTIONS& EXERCISES'

1 @ Complex (embedded question complement: what you think of it).
(b) Simple (sngleclause: {am |eavingright now).



(©

(d)
(€

®

Compound (conjunct clauses. Far isfoul, foul isfair -- Note: from Types of Cla
Shakespeare, Mncbeth). and Sentenci
Complex (embedded infinitival clause: Ram: to help me).

Compound (conjunct clauses: (Neither)did Sita come here, (nor) did

Saraleave).

Simple (singleclause: May you be happy throughout your life).

Finite, complement (embedded yes-no question); (b) non-finite,
infinitival; (c) finite, complement (embedded statement); (d) finite,
relative (modifying the head noun book); () finite, adverbial
(introduced by the relative pronounwhen); (f) non-finite, participial
(direct object complement to the main-clauseverb like).



