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8.0 OBJECTIVES

After going through this Unit, you will be able to:

e define the key concepts of accreditation, & explain the accreditation
procedure;

e describe the overseas accreditation processes and outline the criteria for
approval of foreign certification bodies operating in India; and

e analyze the procedures for equivalency recognition and conformity
assessment with trading partner countries; and

8.1 INTRODUCTION

Dear students, in this Unit will study the accreditation. In the field of organic
farming, accreditation plays a vital role in maintaining trust, ensuring quality,
and safeguarding consumer confidence. Accreditation is a formal recognition
granted by an authorized body to an organization or certification agency,
confirming that it is competent to carry out specific tasks according to
established standards. In organic farming, it ensures that farms, processing
units, and certification bodies follow the approved national or international
organic standards. The National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP),
implemented by the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA) under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India, provides the institutional framework for
accreditation of Certification Bodies (CBs) that certify organic products in
India and abroad.

The content of this Unit is heavily drawn from the National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP) Eighth Edition: 2024 Ministry of Commerce & Industry Department of
Commerce, Government of India and modified to facilitates learners.
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This Unit will guide you through the concept, categories, criteria, and process
of accreditation, and we will examine the step-by-step accreditation process,
from application submission to assessment, surveillance, and renewal.
Understanding this process is important for anyone involved in organic
certification or quality assurance, with a focus on how it applies to organic
farming. You will also learn about overseas accreditation systems and how
India works with trading partner countries to ensure equivalency and mutual
recognition. These aspects are crucial because organic produce is often traded
internationally, and mutual recognition of standards helps farmers access
global markets. This is essential for harmonizing standards and avoiding
trade barriers in the global organic market. By the end of this unit, learners
will understand the structured mechanism through which certification bodies
are evaluated, monitored, and authorized to certify organic production,
ensuring reliability, transparency, and adherence to organic standards.

8.2 ACCREDITATION

Accreditation is the formal recognition granted to a certification or inspection
body to assess and certify organic production as per established standards,
such as those under the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP).

8.2.1 Concept of Accreditation

Accreditation: Accreditation means a procedure adopted by the National
Accreditation Body (NAB) for ascertaining the competence of a
Certification Body to certify organic farms, products and processes as per
the National Standards for Organic Production.

Accredited Programme: The accredited programme is the Certification
Body that has been approved by the National Accreditation Body on the
basis that it is in compliance with the provisions of the National Programme
for Organic Production.

The role of the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA) works as the Secretariat for implementing
the NPOP in India.

e APEDA manages the day-to-day implementation of the accreditation
system as the Secretariat of the National Accreditation Body, while the
NAB grants the accreditation decisions.

e It must follow the requirements of ISO 17011 — an international standard
that ensures accreditation bodies work competently and impartially.

e APEDA has to maintain documented policies and procedures for:

K/

« Granting accreditation to certification bodies.

K/

« Conducting regular surveillance (monitoring) of their work.

In simple terms, accreditation is like a quality seal given to certification
agencies. Just as farmers need certification to sell their products as “organic,”
certification agencies need accreditation to prove they are qualified to issue
those certificates. APEDA makes sure this whole process is done properly
and according to international best practices.



8.2.2 Categories for Accreditation

The National Accreditation Body (NAB) decides the type or category of
accreditation a certification body will receive. This decision is made after
carefully checking the capability and experience of the certification body.

Under the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP),
certification bodies can apply for accreditation in one or more of the
following areas:

1. Crop Production— Certifying farms that grow cereals, pulses, fruits,
vegetables, spices, etc., using organic methods.

2. Livestock, Poultry and Products— Certifying animals (like cows,
goats, sheep) and poultry (like chickens, ducks), along with their
products such as milk, eggs, and meat.

3. Beekeeping/Apiculture— Certifying honey, beeswax, and other bee-
related products from organic beekeeping practices.

4. Aquaculture Production— Certifying organic fish, shrimp, and other
aquatic animals raised in ponds, tanks, or controlled environments.

5. Food Processing & Handling— Certifying processing units that make
organic food items (e.g., flour mills, juice factories, spice grinders)
and ensuring they are handled without contamination.

6. Animal Feed Processing & Handling— Certifying factories or units
that produce and handle organic animal feed.

7. Mushroom Production— Certifying the cultivation of mushrooms
using organic methods.

8. Seaweed, Aquatic Plants, and Greenhouse Crop Production.

9. Any Other Approved Category— If new product standards are
approved under the NPOP in the future, NAB can create additional
categories.

When a certification body gets accredited, it is not automatically allowed
to certify all types of organic products. Instead, NAB decides exactly
which areas they can certify, based on their skills, equipment, and
expertize.

For Example:
e A certification body may be approved only for crop production.
e Another may be approved for crop production + food processing.

e This ensures that each certification body works only in the areas
where they are fully competent.

8.2.3 General Accreditation Criteria and Principles

Any Certification Body that wants to be accredited under the National
Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) must follow certain rules and
standards. These rules are based on the ISO 17065 standard, which is an
internationally accepted guideline for organizations that certify products.

Accreditation
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A certification body must demonstrate compliance with ISO 17065
requirements; however, a separate ISO 17065 accreditation from another
body is not mandatory if it is certified by a member/signatory of the
International Accreditation Forum (IAF). This ensures that the certification is
recognised globally. In addition, the certification body must have clear
written policies and procedures in its Quality Manual and Operating Manual.
These documents explain how they will carry out inspections and
certification for the specific categories they are approved for (e.g., crop
production, livestock, food processing).

The policy and procedures shall be based on the following criteria
and principles for accreditation under NPOP are as follows:

1. Legal Entity
o  The certification body must be a legally recognized organization.

e Ifit is operating in India, it must have a functional office in India to
certify organic products grown or made in the country, and it must
follow all Indian laws.

o Ifiit is an international organization seeking NPOP accreditation in a
foreign country, it must have a registered office in that country.

e It can be registered as a company, society, trust, cooperative society,
or a government organization, but it must be legally established.

Example:

A certification agency cannot just be a group of people working
informally. It must be officially registered and have the legal right to
operate in the country.

2. Organizational Structure

e The certification body must have a clear organizational chart
showing who is responsible for what.

e Roles, responsibilities, and authorities must be defined for
management, certification staff, inspection staff, and any committees
related to the certification programme.

e The structure should be designed so that people can trust the
certification process and believe it is fair, impartial, and competent.

Example:

The person who does inspections should not be the same person who makes
the final decision on certification, which prevents bias.

3. Liability and Financial Status

The certification body must have enough financial resources to run its
operations smoothly and meet any liabilities. And also, it should be
financially stable and capable of managing all activities under its certification
programme. The certification body’s decision shall not be influenced by
financial constraints or lack of funds.



Example:

If a certified farmer faces a legal dispute about organic claims, the
certification body should be financially strong enough to handle related
responsibilities without collapsing.

4. Quality Management System (QMS)

A documented and effective Quality Management System is essential for
ensuring consistent and reliable certification services.

i)  The Certification Body must have written policies and procedures for all
its inspection and certification activities.

The organisational structure and roles and responsibilities of all
personnel involved in the QMS should be clearly defined and
documented.

The top management must ensure that the QMS is not only established
but is also effectively implemented and maintained to ensure credibility
and compliance with accreditation norms.

The Certification Body shall define the overall responsibility of its
management to address, inter alia, the following:

a)

b)

g)

h)

)

k)

Formulating policies relating to the functioning of the
Certification Body and its operations.

Certification procedures, including inspection, review and
certification decision, and be responsible for decisions relating to the
grant, maintenance, extension, suspension and withdrawal of
certification.

Devise formal rules and regulations for the appointment and
functioning of committees and groups involved in the certification
programme.

Supervising the implementation of internal policies.
Supervision of finances.

Delegating authority to committees or individuals as required for
the implementation of its certification programme.

Have financial stability and resources required for the formulation
and implementation of its certification programme.

Employ a sufficient number of personnel having the necessary
qualifications and technical capability for the formulation and
implementation of its certification programme.

Have policies and procedures to distinguish between product
certification and other activities in which it is engaged.

Ensure that decisions on certification are taken by persons other
than those who conduct the inspection and evaluation of the
Operators.

Ensure freedom from any commercial, financial and other pressures
which might influence the results of the certification process.

Accreditation
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1) Ensure activities of related bodies do not affect the confidentiality,
objectivity and impartiality of its certification, and it shall not supply
or design products of the type it certifies.

m) Have policies and procedures for redressal of grievances arising
from its certification programme.

n) Have structures that enable participation of all groups/individuals
concerned with the formulation and development of policies
pertaining to its certification programme.

o) Information available to the public, as well as advice through
newsletters, seminars, etc., may be offered to Operators by the
Certification Body in a non-discriminatory manner.

The Certification Body shall designate a Quality Manager to ensure that
the quality system is established, implemented and maintained in
accordance with the standards and criteria provided in this document.
The Quality Manager should be a regular and/or full-time employee of
the Certification Body. He/she should not be engaged as a
subcontractor, consultant, or any similar arrangement.

The Quality Manual of the Certifying Body is the main document that
explains these rules and procedures.

It must include:

A.

Quality Policy is a clear statement of commitment to fair and credible
certification.

Details about the legal status and its work over the past 3 years.
Names and qualifications of management and certification staff.
Organizational chart showing who does what.

Procedures for inspections and certification decisions.

How internal audits and management reviews will be done.

How records will be stored and controlled.

Recruitment, training, and performance monitoring systems for staff.

The policy and procedures for handling non-conformities and for
assuring the effectiveness of any corrective and preventive actions
taken.

How complaints, disputes, and appeals will be handled.
Rules for giving, keeping, or withdrawing certification.

Personnel Requirements

For a Certifying Body to function effectively, it must have staff who are
competent, qualified, and experienced in their roles. The Quality Manual of
the Certifying Body should clearly list the names, positions, qualifications,
experience, training, and educational background of all personnel involved in



the certification programme, along with reference checks. Those working in
inspection and certification must have at least two years of relevant work
experience. The number of qualified staff should be sufficient to handle the
number of operators certified and the scope of certification activities. All
staff must be well-trained in their specific areas of work. Inspectors are
required to attend at least one external training programme each year, in
addition to in-house training, to update their skills. Trainee inspectors with
less than two years of experience must complete at least two training
programmes and two supervized (shadow) inspections each year before they
can conduct inspections independently. Certification review staff must also
have a minimum of two years’ experience in certification review work. To
maintain impartiality and avoid conflicts of interest, freelancers and
consultants are not allowed to participate directly in the certification process,
although their expertise can be used for training, technical guidance, and
capacity building of permanent staff.

B. Sub-Contracting

e Certification work cannot be given to another Certifying Body under
NPOP.

e The Certifying Body cannot work as a consultant for the same
operators it certifies.

C. Competence
o All staff must have the right skills and qualifications for their work.
e Regular training must be given and its effectiveness checked.
e Inspectors’ work must be reviewed regularly, including shadow
Inspections.

D. Impartiality

Certification must be fair and unbiased. The inspection and certification of
operators must be based only on an objective assessment of the requirements
laid down in the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP),
without any personal influence. The Certifying Body must be free from any
commercial, financial, or other pressures that could affect the outcome of the
certification. To maintain fairness, the person who conducts the inspection
and evaluation of an operator should not be the same person who makes the
final decision on granting or refusing certification.

E. Non-Discrimination

e No discrimination based on race, religion, caste, gender, or
nationality.

F. Independence
e The Certifying Body must be free from outside pressures or influence.
G. Confidentiality

e All farmer and product information must be kept private, unless the
law requires disclosure.

Accreditation
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Conflict of Interest

o Staff should have no personal or business connections with the
operators they certify.

o Ifa conflict of interest is found, accreditation can be withdrawn.

Credibility
e The Certifying Body must prevent misuse of its certification by
operators.

Accountability & Responsibility

e The Certifying Body is responsible for all actions taken by its staff
and representatives.

Documentation & Records

e Must keep proper physical and electronic records of all certification
activities.

Annual Report

e Must send APEDA a yearly report of all certification work by 31
January.

Internal Audit & Management Review

e  Must check its own system annually to ensure quality.

e Audit results must be recorded and followed by corrective actions.
Public Information

The Certification Bodies shall actively inform the public of the scope
of their certification and their accreditation status.

The Certification Bodies shall ensure disclosure of the following:
a) Standards and a general description of the Certification Bodies;
b) Updated list of its certified Operators and details of farmers under
the Grower Group, including
* Name of farmer(s) in full, with father’s/husband’s name,
* Addresses with pin code (location),
* Crop grown and/or product details, as applicable,
e Farm location,
* Details of farm holding(s),
* Organic status,

* Other details and information as may be specified from time to
time, etc.

¢) Such information shall be updated from time to time at regular
intervals and shall be made available in the public domain and
published on the respective Certification Body’s website, and
with respect to the Grower Groups, also at their ICS office. The
information should be readily accessible to the concerned
stakeholders, Government (Central/State) Agencies for their
schemes related to organic production and for verification
purposes, etc.



iil) APEDA-NPOP Secretariat may seek such information from time to

time based on regulatory requirements for ensuring transparency and
credibility of the organic certification system.

8.2.4 Accreditation Process

The accreditation process under the National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP) is the method by which an organization becomes
officially recognized as a Certifying Body (CB) for organic farming. This
process ensures that only qualified, reliable, and impartial organizations can
certify organic products according to national standards. It involves
submission of an application, document review, pre-assessment and final
assessment audits, evaluation by the Accreditation Committee, followed by
grant of accreditation and periodic surveillance.

The Accreditation Process has Several Stages:

Stage 1: Application for Accreditation

Who Can Apply? Any organization seeking accreditation as a Certification
Body under NPOP must apply to APEDA with the required documents,
details, and fees as per NPOP procedures. APEDA will review the
application and determine eligibility within 30 days based on the prescribed
accreditation criteria and submitted information.

Eligibility Criteria: Before Applying, the Organization/Applicant Must:

Be a legal entity (registered company, society, trust, cooperative, or
government organization) with at least 3 years of operations.

Have a registered office in the country of operation.

Have a clear organizational structure showing roles, responsibilities, and
management authority.

Be financially stable and able to cover any liabilities.

Provide financial records for the past 3 years (balance sheets, tax returns, etc.).
Have a functioning Quality Management System for carrying out certification.
Provide details of certification activities for the last 3 years.

Have qualified and experienced personnel (see personnel requirements in
Section 8.2.3).

Be free from any conflict of interest.

If an organization does not meet these points, its application will be rejected.

Stage 2: Evaluation of Application

Once the application passes the eligibility check, APEDA carries out a
detailed evaluation:

1.

Document Review

o Both general (prima facie) and technical reviews are done to see if
the applicant follows NPOP rules.

2. Onsite (Physical) Evaluation

o Office Audit: Inspectors check the organization’s records, policies,
and systems at its office.

Accreditation
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o Witness Audit: Observers accompany the applicant’s inspectors
during a real farm or operator inspection to check their skills and
methods.

3. What is Checked During Evaluation?
o Quality management system.
o Staff competence and qualifications.
o  Certification and inspection processes.
o  Compliance with all NPOP requirements.
4. Non-Conformities and Corrective Actions
o If problems are found (called “non-conformities”), the applicant
must correct them within the given time frame.
o  Corrective action reports are submitted to APEDA.
5. Final Review
o Once corrections are approved, APEDA prepares a detailed
assessment report.

o This report goes to the National Accreditation Body (NAB) for the
final decision.

The detailed accreditation procedures are prescribed under the NPOP
procedures 2024, as amended by NAB from time-to-time.

Stage 3: Grant of Accreditation

NAB grants accreditation for 3 years, but only for specific categories in
which the organization is competent (e.g., crop production, livestock,
aquaculture, etc.).

Accreditation Contract

i) Upon communication of the decision of the NAB to grant accreditation,
the Certification Body shall then sign an accreditation contract and
code of conduct. The Certification Body shall submit a bank
guarantee for an amount as decided by NAB. In case of major non-
conformities and willful violation by a Certification Body, an amount
as directed by the NAB, in writing, will be deducted from the bank
guarantee, after giving a personal hearing to the defaulting
Certification Body.

ii)) The Certification Body shall also submit the tariff structure leviable
on Operators to APEDA annually or in case of any change for
various activities, and shall also display it prominently on their
website and office site.

Stage 4: Certificate of Accreditation

On receipt of the duly executed Accreditation Contract, code of conduct,
bank guarantee and tariff structure from the Certification Body, APEDA,
on behalf of the NAB shall issue the Certificate of Accreditation to the
Certification Body, valid for a period of 3 years from the date of issuance
of the certificate, clearly mentioning the categories of accreditation. The
Certification Body shall ensure the accreditation number is depicted on all its



certificates and approved labels. The accreditation granted may be renewed
in accordance with the procedure laid down under NPOP.

Stage 5: Use of TRACENET

It will be incumbent upon all Certification Bodies and Operators to
operate through APEDA’s traceability and certification portal called
‘TRACENET’, access to which shall be provided by APEDA.
Tracenet is a web-based Certification-cum-Traceability System,
developed and implemented by APEDA, for the monitoring of Process
Certification (Production, Processing and Trade), for the export of
organic products from India, in compliance with the NPOP. 1t is
mandatory for all CBs and operators under NPOP. Only registered and
authorized users can log in. All key documents, like Scope Certificates
and Transaction Certificates, are generated here with unique verification
codes.

Besides the standard operations of certification, the Tracenet will cover
the overall monitoring and surveillance of the certification processes
under NPOP. This involves:

1) Identifying risks through Data Analytics
1) Real-time monitoring
iii) Predictive analytics

Based on the risks and alerts detected by the system, appropriate
enforcement shall be taken wherein deviation from the NPOP
requirements and wilful violation of standards are observed.

Stage 6: Surveillance and Review

To ensure CBs continue to meet standards:

Annual Surveillance: Every CB undergoes a yearly evaluation by the
Evaluation Committee.

Unannounced Visits: At least two unannounced visits are made each
year to the CB’s office or its certified farms.

Special Inspections: Extra checks can be ordered if complaints are
received.

Stage 7: Renewal of Accreditation

CBs must apply 3 months before their accreditation expires.

Renewal is for another 3 years if NAB finds the CB still meets all
requirements.

If there are repeated or serious violations, NAB can:
o Reduce the CB’s certification scope.

o  Limit its jurisdiction.

o Shorten the validity of accreditation.

o Reject renewal (after giving a chance for a hearing).

Accreditation
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PROCESS FLOW OF ACCREDITATION OF CERTIFICATION
BODY UNDER NPOP

The accreditation process is like a quality check for organizations that want to
certify organic farms and products. It involves applying, getting evaluated,
proving competence, and being monitored regularly. This process ensures that
only trustworthy, skilled, and impartial organizations can certify products as
organic, which helps maintain trust in the organic label in India and abroad.

Online Application Submission to APEDA

1. Applicant body submits duly completed application.
2. Upload Quality documents.

3. Payment of Accreditation fee

A 4

Prima Facie Review of Application by APEDA

l ~~—| Repeat, if there is
Deficiency Communicated to Applicant - within 30 days of any fgrther
receipt of application deficiency

v

Clarification/documents to be submitted by the Applicant -

within 30 days of receipt of prima facie review, to be DECics
evaluated within 30 days of their receipts communicated to
v : | the applicant
- : : =21 within 30 days of
Techmgal Review of Quality Documents by APEDA prima facie with a
i Quahty Manual timeline of 30 days
2. Operating Manual to submit
3. Templates ‘ ‘ ‘ ' clarification/
4. Within 30 days of completion of prima facie review. additional
documents
A 4
Audit Intimation to Certification Body & its acceptance
The applicant body
! will be given another
30 days to rectify the
Constitution of Evaluation Committee de ﬁci};ncies in fc};se
(Team Leader & Members) not submitted in 30
il days application

N ) ) ) deemed to be rejected.
Audit Intimation to Certification Body & its acceptance




Contd.. . .
Physical Evaluation by EC:

1. Office Audit
2. Witness Audit

\ 4

Non-Conformity & Evaluation Report Submission by EC

A 4

Corrective Action Report Submission by Applicant and
Review of Corrective Action Report by APEDA ’

A

Report Submitted to NAB for Taking Decision

A

Submission of MoU and Code of Conduct to
APEDA

v

Issuance of Accreditation Certificate by APEDA

Accreditation
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If NC’s are open
additional corrective
action report from
applicant

Review of evaluation
report and assessment
of additional corrective
action by APEDA

Check Your Progress 8.1
Note: a) Write your answer in the space given below;
b) Check your answer with the given at the end of the unit.

1) Explain the importance of accreditation under the National Programme
for Organic Production (NPOP).
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8.3 OVERSEAS ACCREDITATION

Overseas accreditation is a system that allows Indian-accredited certification
bodies to certify organic products in other countries under the National
Programme for Organic Production (NPOP). This is important because
organic products are traded internationally, and buyers in other countries
want assurance that the products meet mutually accepted organic standards. If
an Indian certification body (CB) has overseas accreditation, it can certify
farmers, processors, and exporters in other countries, ensuring their products
meet NPOP and Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
requirements before being exported to India. This process builds trust,
reduces duplication of inspections, and helps Indian organic products gain
global market access. Overseas accreditation plays a vital role in facilitating
the international recognition of organic products. As global demand for
organic produce continues to rise, it becomes essential for certification bodies
in different countries to operate under mutually accepted standards.

A. Eligibility Criteria and Requirements

1. Certification Bodies accredited under NPOP shall be eligible to seek an
extension of the scope of accreditation for overseas certification.

2. Extension of the Scope of Accreditation for overseas certification shall
be granted for the scopes for which the Certification Body (CB) is
accredited under NPOP and shall be limited to their accreditation cycle.
Overseas accreditation extension shall be region-specific.

3. Applicant CBs shall have the expertise, equipment and infrastructure
required to carry out certification activities and have a sufficient number
of qualified and experienced staff for overseas activity for the
country/countries under application.

4. Have the capacity to carry out control/inspection to ensure compliance
under NPOP.

5. Applicant CBs shall have to offer an adequate guarantee of objectivity
and impartiality, and for no conflict of interest in the country of
operation.

6. Applicant CBs shall have to offer adequate guarantees that the certified
products exported to India meet all the standard requirements under
NPOP and the FSSAT Act 2006.

B. Procedure for Application
1. Pre-requisite: The CB must already be NPOP-accredited in India.
2. Application Submission:

*» The CB must fill Form 1 and submit it to APEDA along with the
prescribed fee.

«» Since overseas accreditation is region-specific, a separate
application is required for each group of countries.

3. Fee Structure Disclosure: The CB must submit the fee structure it
charges overseas operators and display it on its website.



C.

APEDA Review the Application and Documents: If necessary,
APEDA can conduct an office audit to check compliance.

Recommendation to NAB: After review, APEDA will forward its
recommendation to the National Accreditation Body (NAB) for the final
decision.

Implementation and Audit Requirements

Once a CB is granted overseas accreditation:

1.

Annual Document Audit: The CB’s overseas operations will be
reviewed during the annual NPOP surveillance process.

Witness Audit in the Overseas Country: APEDA may conduct a
witness audit in the foreign country at least once per accreditation cycle.

o The CB must bear the full cost of this audit.

Records Maintenance in India: All operational documents related to
overseas activities must be kept in the CB’s India office for auditing.

Annual Overseas Report: The CB must submit a separate annual report
for overseas operations, including:

* Projects Registered

* Projects Certified

» Transaction Certificates (TCs) Issued
* Quantity Allowed for Export to India

Certification Process: All overseas certifications must follow NPOP
standards and be done through TRACENET (APEDA’s online
certification and traceability system).

D. Fees for Accreditation and Overseas Witness Audit Fee for Each

Accreditation Cycle (amended by NAB from time to time)
Rs. 2.5 lakh for accreditation extension per group of countries
Rs. 1.50 lakh for witness audit and surveillance (in addition to the above)

Groups of Countries for Accreditation Extension: Overseas
accreditation is region-specific, meaning the CB must apply for specific
groups of countries.

The Groups are:

® NN kW=

European Union (EU)

USA, Canada & Mexico

Latin America and the Caribbean

Africa

Oceania Countries (Australia, New Zealand, etc.)
East Asian and South Asian Countries

Middle East & Remaining Asian Countries

Russia & CIS Countries (Commonwealth of Independent States)

Accreditation
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Conitication of 8.4 PROCEDURE FOR EQUIVALENCY

Organic Produce RECOGNITION AND CONFORMITY
ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION WITH
TRADING PARTNER COUNTRIES

When organic products are traded between India and another country, it is
important that both countries accept each other’s organic certification
standards. This process is called Equivalency Recognition when the two
systems agree that their organic standards are of equal strength, and
Conformity Assessment Recognition when the procedures for accrediting
certification bodies are accepted as equivalent. Without equivalency
recognition, exporters/importers may have to go through double certification,
which increazes cost and time.

For example, if a country like Japan or the EU has organic standards similar
to India’s NPOP, and both agree to recognize each other’s certification
process, then organic products certified in that country can be sold in India
without extra inspections, and vice versa.

Scope

These procedures shall apply to the equivalency recognition, conformity
assessment for accreditation of organic certification bodies between NPOP of
India and foreign country organic regulations in respect of the organic
agricultural certification process and certification of organic agricultural
production and processing process and products.

Procedure for Equivalency Determination Request and Conformity
Assessment

The Process Involves Following Steps:
Application for Equivalency and Conformity Assessment Recognition

A foreign government's control authority or accreditation authority, seeking
equivalence determination or conformity assessment to NPOP, shall send a
formal request letter on the official letterhead of the foreign Government's
Competent Authority to:

The Chairman

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority
(APEDA) NCUI Building, 3 Siri Institutional Area, August Kranti Marg,
New Delhi-110016 Email: chairman@apeda.gov.in

The formal request letter should be signed by the Departmental head of the
applicant Authority. The language of the application shall be English. The
application shall include the following information:

1) The competent authority's contact person(s) and contact information.

2) The legal basis for the foreign government's technical requirement(s)
and conformity assessment system.

3) The scope of the requested determination (e.g. all agricultural products,

198 livestock products, crop products):



4) A detailed side-by-side comparison between the foreign government's
technical requirements and those outlined in the NPOP organic
regulations.

5) Detailed documentation supporting the foreign government's position,
where the technical requirements differ, its technical requirements meet or
exceed the NPOP organic regulations, and

6) Detailed documentation explaining the foreign government's conformity
assessment programme:

a) The documentation should address the conformity assessment
programmes:

e Legal authority
e Documented specifications or procedures; and
e Compliance and enforcement process and procedures.

b) The documentation shall be sufficient to demonstrate the
foreign government's ability to:

e Identify and evaluate the degree of non-compliance related to
the technical requirements.

e Investigate non-compliances to determine what corrective
or enforcement action is necessary.

e [ssue corrective or enforcement actions in cases of violations.

e Monitor implementation/closure of corrective or
enforcement actions; and

e Accurately and in a timely manner communicate with its
regulated entities.

B. Review of the Request of the Foreign Government for Equivalency
and Conformity Assessment Recognition

1)  APEDA shall examine the documentation for completeness of the
application and inform the applicant in case additional information is
required.

i1) Once the application is complete, along with the supporting
documents, APEDA shall conduct a detailed document review to
determine the compliance of the foreign country's standards with
NPOP regulation for the determination of the equivalence
arrangement or conformity assessment of accreditation procedures.

C. Procedure For Standards Comparison

When a foreign country applies for Equivalency Recognition with India’s
National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP), both countries must
compare their organic standards in detail. This is done using a comparative
table.
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Sl. [Item|Standard|Equivalent Assessment
No. of NPOP | Provision | g\ ivalent| Not  |Additional|Omitted|Undecided Remarks,
of the Equivalent if any
applicant
Country

a) For "Equivalency Recognition Standards", use the published document
of the National Programme for Organic Production of India chapter-wise
and clause-wise and compare with the corresponding clause in the
regulation of the applicant country.

b) For "Equivalency Recognition Standards (Applicant Country)", use the
latest Acts and subordinate Statutes of the applicant country.

c) For "Assessment", may tick the applicable option and provide additional
comments (if required) under remarks.

For Example:

Let’s say NPOP requires no use of synthetic pesticides in organic farming.

SL Item Standard of Equivalent Assessment Remarks
No. NPOP Provision of
Applicant
Country
1 Prohibition of | NPOP Clause | Organic Act, v Same
synthetic 5.2-No Clause 4.1 - Equivalent requirement,
pesticides synthetic Prohibits wording slightly
pesticides synthetic different
permitted pesticides

This process ensures transparency, as both India and the applicant country
can clearly see how their organic standards compare. It helps to identify any
gaps or differences in the rules, which must be corrected or aligned before
equivalency can be granted. By doing so, it safeguards the credibility and
trustworthiness of organic certification in international trade, ensuring that
products labelled as organic meet the same quality and production standards
in both countries.

D. Determination of Equivalency and/or Conformity Assessment
Recognition

Once the document review is completed and it is confirmed that both India’s
National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) regulations and the
foreign country’s organic regulations are aligned, the next step is to verify
this alignment in practice. This is done through on-site audits, review of
compliance reports, and final agreements.

1. Formation of Audit Team

o APEDA sets up an audit team that includes experts from APEDA and the
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).




This team visits the foreign government’s competent authority, their
certification bodies, and some certified organic operators (farmers,
processors, exporters).

The goal is to check whether their certification and inspection systems
work in the same way as India’s NPOP requirements.

On-Site Audit Findings

After the audit, the team prepares a draft audit report.

This draft includes observations (things that are compliant and non-

compliant) and is shared with the foreign government’s authority for
review.

Review of Compliance
The National Accreditation Body (NAB) reviews the audit findings.

APEDA then officially communicates the results of the audit to the
foreign authority.

The foreign authority has 60 days to respond and provide clarifications,
corrections, or explanations.

Finalization of Audit Report

Once the responses are reviewed, the final audit report is prepared and
presented to the NAB.

If NAB feels that restrictions or special conditions should be applied
before granting equivalency (for example, banning certain substances or
methods), APEDA informs the foreign authority about these conditions.

Drafting the Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA)

After NAB’s approval, the text of the Mutual Recognition Agreement is
finalized.

The agreement is then sent to:
o  Department of Commerce (DoC) for concurrence.
o  Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) for political clearance.

Official Communication: Once cleared, the Chairman of APEDA sends
an official letter to the foreign government confirming that NPOP
recognizes their organic certification system as equivalent.

This letter includes:

1. Scope— Which agricultural products are covered?

2. Obligation to Inform— The foreign authority must tell APEDA
about any changes in their standards or certification process.

3. Enforcement Actions— They must share details of any penalties or
enforcement actions taken against their certifying agents.

4. Cooperation— They must cooperate with APEDA’s inspections and
audits when informed in advance.

5. Restrictions— If there is limited recognition, they must follow
certain restrictions on methods, processes, or substances allowed in
products sold as organic in India.
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7. Additional Obligations (If required): In some cases, APEDA may
include extra conditions depending on the product or trade scenario.

8. Ongoing Discussions Between Countries

Even after recognition is granted, APEDA and the foreign government
may hold discussions about:

e  Whether both sides are meeting their obligations under the
agreement.

o Making changes to the agreement if either country updates its
organic standards.

e Any other important matters related to the equivalency arrangement.
E. Peer Evaluation for Continuance of the Recognition Agreement

Continuance of the recognition agreement will be based on the peer
evaluation of the applicant authority of the foreign government, with prior
intimation to determine continued compliance with the scope and obligation
of the Recognition agreement. The frequency of the peer evaluation shall be
determined through mutual agreement between the two countries.

F. Exemptions/Exceptions in Equivalency Recognition Standards

Where any differences arise in respect of equivalency recognition standards
during the course of equivalency verification, the relevant standards may be
assessed as equivalent,

1) A difference arises in a specific item of the equivalency recognition
standards of NPOP set to maintain and conserve domestic agricultural
conditions in consideration of the characteristics of the domestic
agricultural conditions, such as water, soil, husbandry practices and use
of some inputs, additives or processing aids.

i1)) The equivalency recognition standards of the applicant country
correspond to the equivalency recognition standards generally adopted in
the Guidelines for the Production, Processing, Labelling and Marketing
of Organically Produced Foods of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
(CAQ) or the standards of the European Commission and or USDA.



Check Your Progress 8.2
Notes: a) Write the answers in the space given below
b) Match your answers with given at the end of the unit.

1) What is overseas accreditation under NPOP, and why is it important for
international trade in organic products?

2) Describe the eligibility criteria for a Certification Body to apply for
overseas accreditation under NPOP.

8.5 LET US SUM UP

From the study of this Unit, it is inferred that accreditation is not merely an
administrative formality but a critical mechanism that ensures competence,
impartiality, and credibility in organic certification systems. In the Indian
context, the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) serves as
the backbone for establishing and maintaining trust in organic certification,
both domestically and internationally. Through APEDA’s role as the
implementing agency, accreditation processes are aligned with international
standards such as ISO 17011 and ISO 17065, ensuring global recognition of
India’s certification framework.

The implications of this are significant. For certification bodies, accreditation
acts as a benchmark for operational competence, requiring them to maintain
stringent quality management systems, financial stability, and clear
organizational structures. For farmers and processors, it guarantees that their
products, once certified, are recognized as genuinely organic, enabling them
to command premium prices and access export markets. For consumers, it
safeguards trust in organic labels, protecting them from misleading claims
and substandard products.

This Unit also highlights the strategic importance of overseas accreditation
and equivalency recognition arrangements. By allowing mutual acceptance of
organic standards between India and trading partner countries, these
mechanisms reduce duplication of inspections, lower certification costs, and
remove technical barriers to trade. This directly supports India’s organic
export potential and integrates Indian producers into global supply chains.
The adherence to accreditation norms promotes transparency, impartiality,
and continuous improvement within the certification system. It strengthens
India’s position as a credible supplier in the growing global organic market,
while also fostering sustainable agricultural practices at home.
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8.6 KEY WORDS

Accreditation

Certification
Body (CB)

National
Accreditation
Body (NAB)

APEDA

ISO 17065

Quality
Management
System (QMS)

Tracenet

Surveillance

Mutual
Recognition
Agreement
(MRA)

Non-Conformity

Overseas
Accreditation

Equivalency
Recognition

Conformity
Assessment

Mutual
Recognition
Agreement
(MRA)

Official recognition that a Certification Body is
competent to certify organic products as per
established standards.

An organization approved to inspect and certify
organic farms, processors, and traders according to
organic standards.

The authority responsible for evaluating and
approving Certification Bodies under NPOP.

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority implements NPOP in India
and manages accreditation.

International standard outlining requirements for
bodies certifying products, processes, and services.

A documented system ensuring consistent quality in
certification operations.

An online portal used to manage, monitor, and track
organic certification and traceability in India.

Ongoing monitoring of Certification Bodies to
ensure continued compliance with NPOP standards.

An agreement between two countries recognizing
each other’s organic certification systems as
equivalent.

A deviation or failure to meet the required standards
or procedures in certification.

Permission for an Indian CB to certify organic
products in foreign countries under NPOP.

An agreement that the two countries’ organic
standards are equal in strength.

Process of ensuring that certification procedures
meet agreed standards.

A formal agreement between two countries to accept
each other’s organic certification.



Witness Audit :  On-site inspection by APEDA/NAB to verify

overseas certification activities.

Peer Evaluation : Review by experts from the partner country to

ensure continued compliance.

Codex : An international body setting food standards,
Alimentarius including for organic products.

Commission

(CAC)
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8.8 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

Check Your Progress 8.1

)

The importance of Accreditation is:

*  Ensures credibility of organic claims.
*  Maintains uniform quality standards.
* Facilitates international trade.

*  Protects consumers from false claims.

*  Promotes transparency and impartiality.
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2) The Stages Involved are as Follows:
e Application: Submit documents, fees, and proof of competence to
APEDA.
e  FEvaluation: Document review, office audit, witness audit, and
corrective actions.
o  Grant of Accreditation: Approved by NAB for 3 years in specific
categories.
o  C(Certificate: Issued after signing the contract, code of conduct, and
bank guarantee.
o TRACENET Use: Mandatory online traceability system.
e  Surveillance: Annual audits, surprise visits, special inspections.
e Renewal: Apply 3 months before expiry; granted if standards are
maintained.
Check Your Progress 8.2
1) Overseas accreditation under NPOP allows Indian-accredited
Certification Bodies (CBs) to certify organic products in other countries
as per NPOP standards.
Prominence of Overseas Accreditation is as Follows:
= Ensures global acceptance of Indian organic certification.
*=  Reduces duplication of inspections.
*  Builds trust between trading partners.
*  Helps Indian organic products access international markets.
2) To be eligible for overseas accreditation under the NPOP, a Certification

Body must already hold a valid NPOP accreditation in India. The
extension of scope for overseas operations is limited to the scopes for
which the CB is already accredited and is granted on a region-specific
basis. The CB must possess the necessary expertize, infrastructure, and
qualified staff to effectively carry out overseas certification activities,
along with the capability to ensure full compliance with NPOP standards.
It is essential for the CB to operate with impartiality, avoiding any
conflict of interest in the country of operation. Furthermore, the CB must
ensure that all certified products intended for export to India meet the
NPOP requirements.



