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6.0 INTRODUCTION

The process of delivering news to people through audio medium has been going
on for years. Radio has played a very important role in this task. After the advent
and spread of the internet, audio news got many new internet-based platforms.
Podcasts on news and current affairs are becoming quite popular. News play a
significant role in our life. It requires special skills to plan, produce and deliver
high quality news based audio programmes. In this unit, we take a look at the
concept and definition of News, its various elements, sources, news values etc.
We’ll examine as to how 'News Podcast' is written, edited and produced.

6.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

After reading this unit you will be able to:

. explain the concept of News;

. describe the elements and qualities of the News;
. discuss important news sources; and

. describe the different types of news podcasts.

6.2 NEWS: DIFFERENT ASPECTS

You must be watching television, listening to radio or podcasts, reading
newspapers or surfing news websites to update yourself with the happenings of
the country and the world. Have you ever thought about the purpose of news?
Your answer must be 'to get information'. In rapidly changing times, you may
feel lost without information as you would not be able to relate yourself with
the society politically, socially and economically. Before we proceed further,
let us try to understand what is news.

In common parlance, news is what is new. News is what everyone wants to
know. A news website, radio station, television news channel or newspaper
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office's main concern is to gather and report news-local, regional, national and
international. You would not like to read Monday's newspaper on Thursday
to up-date yourself. We do go back to the old newspapers to confirm certain
information but that is once in a while. So news means novelty.

Definition of News

There are several definitions of news. News may be defined as 'anything timely
that interests a large number of people, and the best news is that which has
the greatest interest for the greatest number'. In other words, news is a timely
report of events, facts, opinions that interests a significant number of people.
The news is a new piece of information about a significant and recent event or
development that affects the listeners/viewers/readers and is of interest to them.

You must be aware of the famous definition of news developed by Jhon B.
Bogart, City editor of New York, "Sun'. He defined news like this, " when a
dog bites man, that is not news; but when a man bites dog, that is news". Jhon
Bogart pointed out very correctly that unusual events fall under the purview
of the news. Later another famous editor of the Sun defined the news as "...
everything that occurs, everything which is of sufficient importance to arrest
and absorb the attention of the public or of any considerable part of it". You
must be familiar with the name of Joseph Pulitzer, the publisher of the New Y ork
World. He defined news as "original, distinctive, romantic, thrilling, unique,
curious, quaint, humorous, odd and apt-to-be-talked about". The founder of the
first School of Journalism, Walter William, defined news as, "...News, in its
broadest sense, is that which is of interest to the readers-the public". The former
Managing Editor of the New York Times said that the news is "...... anything
you can find out today that you didn't know before".

There are some more definitions of News but the essence has been captured in
these definitions. Let us recapitulate the salient points. The News is:

. perishable — when the event is understood and the tension is eased off-
the news gets less informative and more of history;

. is of interest to a large number of people;

. of unusual events and happenings;

. what is new to the public; and

. an event put forward by a reporter, as without a reporter, a news item

does not exist.

However, you should remember that the general notion of news varies with
people and situations. Generally, though some of the points about news, may
vary, but essential ingredients of the news are universally recognised.

Elements of News

From the preceding discussion, we have identified some basic elements or
ingredients of the news. We shall learn about them systematically in this section.

i Timeliness: News must be timely and new. It will not arouse interest if
it is already known, or brought to notice long after its occurrence.

ii. Nearness or Proximity: People are more interested in what happens
in their own village, town, country rather than distant places. Similarly,



iii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.

they are more concerned in the occurrence of an immediate impact on
them. The news that the price of rice may rise due to strike of local
transporters, will make them sit up than a report that Government subsidy
for fertilizers has been abolished.

Conlflict: People gather in street if and when there is a fight. Conflicts of
all kinds are a part of life and make a good copy.

Prominence: What happens to important people makes news. The
value of the news increases with the prominence of the person involved.
What the prominent people say is also very important for a reporter,
particularly, if they make some announcements which have an impact
on the common people.

Human interest: People are interested in what is happening to other
people. The oddities, humour, tragedy, triumph over handicaps, stories
involving children, animals- all make good human-interest stories.

Government action: The passing of 'a law or other orders concerning
general people, cabinet meetings, parliament and assembly sessions,
notifications about new rules and regulations are newsworthy.

Development projects and issues: News related to development issues
such as Environment, Ecology, Gender, Health, Population control,
Agriculture etc. need to be reported and disseminated.

Weather and Sports: Both the weather and sports have great news
value. The arrival of monsoon or cyclones make important news.
Similarly, fury of drought and floods make news.

Follow-up: A good news story does not end at the first reference, it
needs a follow-up. Follow-up keeps the interest of the listeners alive by
updating them on the latest development of an event or an issue.

Qualities of News

There are some basic qualities of the news. These are; accuracy, balance,
objectivity, and clarity.

i.

ii.

iii.

Accuracy: Accuracy is basic to any news item. When you fail in
accuracy, you lose credibility. Hence it is important to cross check
your facts and information. Check figures, names and facts. Check
how names are spelt. Did you get your first name correct? People are
generally offended by misspelt names. If you are paraphrasing a speech
from a text given to you, make sure you do not change the meaning or
quote statements out of context. Rumours and speculation need to be
avoided at all costs. Sensationalisation of news must be eschewed.

Balance: To be balanced in reporting is as important as being accurate.
If you are writing about a controversy, give both sides of the story.
When reporting a strike, for instance, give the claim of authorities and
also that of the workers on how far it is successful. A story may appear
to be imbalanced and thus biased, if it has too much of Government's
views, or tends to give, too much foreign news which has little relevance
to your listeners.

Objectivity: You should not mix your opinion in the story. Report
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only facts and other people's opinions. You should be a disinterested
observer, reporting events without taking sides. News must be presented
objectively in an unbiased manner and it should not be allied to any
selfish interest.

iv. Clarity: A story must be best in the 'way it expresses the theme. Your
introductory sentence should be short and in active voice to the maximum
extent possible. The ideal length of each para may be 3-4 lines containing
two-three small sentences to facilitate easy comprehension.

Hard News and Soft News

The news is divided into two broad categories- Hard and Soft News. The Hard
News is mostly event centred. It is narration of an event. The Hard News items
are centred on, "what, when, where and why". The major thrust of a daily
newspaper is the hard news as the main task is to provide information to the
readers. However, mere accounts of events do not satisfy the readers as they
would like to have more of analysis, background and interpretation. This type
of news is called Soft News which is becoming an important segment of the
daily newspapers, television news channels and radio bulletins.

Activity

Visit the podcast pages of major Indian media houses and listen to their
news and current affairs related podcasts. Study those podcasts thoroughly
and try to categorize them.

Check Your Progress: 1
Note: 1) Use the space below for your answers.
2) Compare your answers with those given at the end of this unit.

1) Discuss the different elements of news.

6.3 NEWS SOURCES

The main sources of news are the following:

. News Agency

. Monitored reports

. Reporters and Correspondents
. Interviews

. Press releases

News Agency : A News agency is an organisation which collects or gathers



news and supplies to different newspapers, magazines, news websites, radio
stations and television station subscribing to its service. News agencies have a
well-organised wide network which provides a continuous flow of information
through electronic teleprinters or computers. The Press Trust of India and United
News of India are the two major Indian news agencies. Their Hindi wings are
known as Bhasha and Univarta which were launched to meet the demands of
news in Hindi. For foreign and sports news, radio networks mostly depend on
foreign news agencies such as Reuters, Associated Press (AP), Agence France
Presse (AFP) etc. After receiving and selecting news from the agencies, the
copy has to be rewritten in the spoken word format to meet the requirement of
the audio news podcast.

Monitored Reports : Various news websites, newspapers, radio and television
broadcast channels of India and other countries are monitored to obtain
information. These are known as monitored reports. The slant and bias in stories
needs to be carefully looked into and weeded out.

Reporters and Correspondents : A fairly large team of trained reporters and
correspondents based in the capital is responsible for covering, national and
international events, activities of various Government departments, political
parties and other events. They also take care of the parliamentary proceedings.
A reporter files a factual report of a happening while the correspondent sends
commentative analytical dispatches including commentaries to the background
to the news. Some broadcasting organisations deploy their Correspondents in
a few select foreign locations and also hire part-time Correspondents abroad.
Correspondents are also stationed in the State capitals and other cities where
news-fall is usually heavy. They have to cater to national bulletins broadcast
from Delhi and regional bulletins broadcast from local stations. Working alone,
a correspondent has to prepare two versions of the same story in two different
languages. S/he also has to cover visits by the Prime Minister, President and
other dignitaries to the State. S/he has to be quick in filing reports and accurate in
facts as s/he faces a tough competition from other sources. These correspondents
are generally Part-time Correspondents (PTCs) at District headquarters, who
may be newspaper reporters or stringers.

Interviews : Interviews can lead to exclusive stories and scoops. However,
for producing a good interview, a great deal of planning and home work are
essential. The areas which need probing need to be identified in advance.
The interviewer should build up a rapport with the interviewer and make the
interviewee comfortable by having some pleasant preliminary conversation
as relaxed atmosphere is conducive for a good interview. S/he should also
be conversant with the handling of recording equipment. Before starting an
interview, the correspondent should carry out a thorough check of the equipment.

Handouts and Press Releases : The Government offices and private
organisations issue handouts and press releases from time to time. Most of these
handouts and press releases are exercises in publicity and public relations. The
news value of these handouts should be closely examined before including
them in the news bulletin. Many a time, the handouts are not written in a logical
manner and need rewriting. There is need to look for the lead point, give the
story a logical sequence, roundup the figures and add background information
wherever necessary.
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6.4 NEWS PODCASTS : DIFFERENT TYPES

In this section, we’ll discuss different types of news podcasts.

News Bulletins : Audio news bulletins may be of different durations. A normal
audio bulletin is of ten-minute duration. However, there are also bulletins of
15 minutes and five minutes duration. A news bulletin begins with headliner,
followed by main news, consisting of two 'bunches' with a break in between and
repeat of headlines/main points at the end. A fifteen minutes bulletin has two
breaks while there is no break in a five minutes bulletin. 'Bunching' means the
placement of items and it plays an important role in making the bulletin lively
and interesting. The first bunch is generally packed with hard news.

An audio bulletin must have variety and should include Political, Economic,
Cultural, Sports, Science and Technology and other important items. Regional,
national and international events, parliamentary news and important court cases
should also find their due places in the bulletins. Weather and human-interest
items also need to be included. Continuity in the bulletins needs to be ensured
and transition from one set of related items to the other should be smooth
without jerks. In moving from one story to another, which is not connected
with the previous one, the transition should be smooth.

As far as possible, voice casts of correspondents on important events should
be used. Audio podcast being a spoken medium, voice casts help to enliven
the bulletin and break the monotony thus make it lively and interesting. While
giving a voice cast, a correspondent tries to take the listener on the scene. In
an event like a big fire, floods, accidents, the correspondent gives a first-hand
account about what s/he saw and how it was being there, on the site. The voice
cast is ideally of 40 to 45 seconds duration, however in some cases, it can go
up-to one minute.

Comments from the Press : Comments from the Press is a review of the
different viewpoints presented in the editorials of the national dailies on a
particular topic. The editor preparing the Press Comments brings out the main
thrust of an editorial by highlighting critical comments in a balanced manner.
Care is taken to have some common thread to give a sense of continuity so that
the programme does not sound like an unrelated collection of extracts from the
editorials of the National dailies.

News Magazines : This type of news podcasts are usually produced by
including the events happening in different fields in a week. Such podcasts are
made by including major events in the fields of national politics, international
politics, sports, science etc. News magazine podcasts can also be produced by
focusing a particular area, for example - sports, business, politics etc.

News Feature and Documentary : Podcasts are also made in news feature
and news documentary format. In these, a single issue is covered in detail.

Interview Based : Interviews or discussions involving people who are
important from the point of view of news are also a type of news and current
affairs podcast. For example, if a person has been in the news for any reason,
then a podcast based on his/her interview will also be a type of news podcast.



6.5 WRITING AUDIO NEWS COPY

An audio news bulletin must have everything of the front page attention. The
selected items are rewritten and edited for the bulletin. While editing one has
to be brief, as time is a big constraint in audio podcast. The target listeners of
the news are also kept in mind while selecting and writing the news items. The
news items are written in an 'inverted pyramid' style with the climax in the lead.
The details follow the lead which is called' 'Intro' (introduction).

While writing an audio copy, the style book of the media house needs to be
followed. Media houses all over the world have their own style rules for their
copy. Style rules help the editors in producing a copy, which has consistency
and reflects the style and values of the organisation.

Headlines

In an audio bulletin, the number of headlines is generally restricted to five for
a fifteen-minutes bulletin and four for a ten-minutes bulletin. Headlines should
be crisp, concise to the point and always backup the story. A good story can be
killed by a dull and vague headline. Basically, a good headline should:

. tell the listener what the story is about;
. provide the information in quick and easy form and;
. entice the listener to listen to the full story.

Words and Sentences

The overall objective of a news bulletin is to communicate and not to impress the
listener. While writing the news, the simple rule is to write the way you would
say it aloud to a group of people. The language of news is in the conversational
spoken word idiom so that the listener understands everything easily. Words
of everyday use are preferred to long and difficult words used by newspapers.
Direct tense and short sentences with conversational ring are preferred.

The length of a story is important in a radio news. Ideally, a story should not
generally be more than hundred words, however, stories like parliamentary news,
policy statements, political crisis and election news can be a few exceptions.
The most relevant and interesting part of the story should constitute the lead
sentence. Efforts are made not to cramp too much information in one item as the
interest of listener begins to fade if the item is too long and complicated. As a
news reporter you should ensure that the listener is not bombarded with difficult
and long expressions which may intimidate him/her and lead to switching off
the radio set.

Number and Dates

While including Number and Dates, the following steps should be taken into
consideration:

. Numbers from 1 to 11 should always be spelt (one, two, three....nine);
otherwise they may get lost in the copy. However, numerals from 12 to
999 can remain as it is, as they are easy to read.

. Thousands, lakhs and crores should be spelt out.

. In case of financial figures, the currency should follow the figure, say,
ten crore rupees and not the other way, rupees ten crores.

News Podcast

55



Writing and Production

56

. Figures like 990 can be rounded off to 'about one thousand'.

. Dates should be written as they are read, 'the sixth of January', and year
should always be written in full 1994, 1997 and not '94, '97 etc.

Abbreviations

Abbreviations are normally avoided and a word should be written the way
one wants it to be used. Acronyms like UNESCO, SAARC, NAM, which are
familiar to Listeners and pronounced as a word are acceptable. If one has to use
an abbreviation, the best way is to spell out the full name, "The World Trade
Organization", and then W-T-O, so that listener easily relates with it.

6.6 AUDIO NEWS : EDITING

By now, you know the difference between a printed word and a spoken word
and the basics for writing an audio copy. You also know the difference between
audio copy and a story written for a newspaper. Now let us see how an audio
news editor handles a story/copy.

A good editor should have the skill, knowledge and experience to produce a
good copy. The task of an audio news editor requires:

. checking and correcting all errors related to facts and expressions in the
copy,

. condensing the copy by eliminating unnecessary verbiage and;

. clarifying by rewriting the material and make it confirm to the spoken-
word style.

Checking the Copy

As a News Editor you should always think of yourself as the first reader of any
story. First of all, you must satisfy yourself with the newsworthiness of the
copy. If a story does not make sense to you, it cannot make sense to the listener.
This simple rule is often forgotten. The story must answer all questions that
might arise in the listener's mind. You should check and double check all the
facts. Reference material and library should be used whenever required.

Clarifying

Editing works on the premise that there is always room for improvement in
any story. A second critical eye can always help in making a story better. The
following questions should be raised in order to improve the story:

. Has the story been written in a simple conversational style?

. Does it include all the important and interesting points?

. Is the story easy on the ears and conveys the meaning clearly?

. Will the listener be able to understand the story if s/he has not heard
the previous bulletin? Is there any point left to the imagination of the
listener?

. Is there any scope to trim the story further without losing any important
points?

Answers to these questions would help in clarifying the story further.



Condensing

We have already stated that time is the biggest constraint in an audio bulletin.
A good editor always insists on simplicity and brevity. As a beginner, you
should first understand the story, then cut out whatever is irrelevant. The aim
should be to produce a compact copy, which cannot be trimmed or edited any
further. Words or phrases that might not be needed in the story should be edited.
Repetition of names and designations should be avoided. Editing becomes a
second habit with experienced editors whose pen is often drawn magnetically
to superfluous words and phrases. However, there are times when a brief story
may need some flesh and background details have to be added.

6.7 AUDIO NEWS PRESENTATION

The news presenter is the kingpin in news podcasting and as far as the listener
is concerned, it is the news reader who matters. The role of a news presenter
varies widely depending on the practices prevalent in the news set up.

News presenters have a good trained voice and they present the news after fully
grasping the content of the news stories included in the bulletin. For this, they
keep themselves abreast of the various developments in country and abroad.
They have to pronounce the words including proper nouns correctly. For this
they have to check with various sources. They have to rehearse the script
thoroughly and be in readiness to read correctly 'the flash news' brought to them
while they are already on the air. They have to make the necessary indications
on the script to facilitate appropriate emphasis and pauses and ensure that they
do the reading at a uniform speed.

Check Your Progress: 2
Note: 1) Use the space below for your answers.

2) Compare your answers with those given at the end of this unit.
Write three points each which should be kept in mind while:

1) Write a short note on audio news copy editing.

news?

6.8 LET US SUM UP

News and current affairs are very popular media content. Generally, every
person is curious to know about the important events happening around them
and in the whole world and to understand their causes and effects. This is why
news and current affairs based podcasts are also popular. Big and established
media houses also do news podcasting, while many people are also in this
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field individually and are quite popular. In this unit, we have discussed various
dimensions of news podcasting.

6.9 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: POSSIBLE
ANSWERS

Check Your Progress: 1
1. Please refer to the section 6.2

2. Please refer to the section 6.2

Check Your Progress: 2
1. Please refer to the section 6.6

2. Please refer to the section 6.5



